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Dedicated 

to  the  memory  of  our  Founding  Fathers  and 
to  all  of  those,  who,  for  more  than  a  century 
and  a  half,  have  labored  together  to  give 
this  present  generation  and  to  all  posterity 
the  heritage  of  a  great  church  whose  God  is 
the  Lord. 

In  paying  tribute  to  the  memory  of  these 
men  and  women  of  the  past,  and  in  thinking 
of  the  responsibilities  of  the  present,  there 
comes  to  mind  the  words  of  Daniel  Webster 
which  are  chiseled  on  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce Building  in  Washington.  "Let  us  .  .  . 
see  whether  we,  also  in  our  day,  may  not  per- 
form something  worthy  to  be  remembered." 


«      /      'J      -      ;    , 

:>  "J.  U 


•r.S 
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I  acknowledge  with  grateful  thanks  the 
advice,  assistance  and  information  from  all 
those  who  helped  me  in  such  a  wonderful 
way  in  the  preparation  of  the  History  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Canton,  North 
Carolina. 

— The  Author 


Foreword 

"All  things  are  engaged  in  ivriting  their  history.  The  planet, 
the  pebble,  goes  attended  by  its  shadow.  The  rolling  rock 
leaves  its  scratches  on  the  mountain;  the  river,  its  channel 
in  the  soil;  the  animal,  its  bones  in  the  stratum;  the  fern  and 
leaf,  their  modest  epitaph  in  the  coal.  The  falling  drop  makes 
its  sculpture  in  the  sand  or  stone. 

"Not  a  foot  steps  into  the  snow  or  along  the  ground  but 
prints,  in  characters  more  or  less  lasting,  a  map  of  its  march. 
Every  act  of  the  man  inscribes  itself  in  the  memories  of  its 
fellows,  and  in  his  own  manners  and  face.  The  air  is  full  of 
sounds,  the  sky  of  tokens,  the  ground  is  all  memoranda 
and  signatures,  and  every  object  covered  with  hints  which 
speak  to  the  intelligent." 

Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 
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Preamble 


In  1786  a  distinct  and  independent  Association  by  name  of 
Holston,  was  set  up  consisting  of  seven  churches.  The  Asso- 
ciation adopted  the  Philadelphia  Confession  of  Faith  at  the 
time  of  its  constitution  and  undoubtedly  the  churches  accepted 
into  its  membership  adopted  these  Articles  of  Faith  for  their 
own,  an  abstract  of  which  follows: 

"1.  We  believe  in  only  one  true  and  living  God;  and 
that  there  are  three  persons  in  the  Godhead;  the  Father,  the 
Son  and  the  Holy  Ghost. 

"2.  We  believe  that  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  are  the  word  of  God,  and  the  only  rule  of  faith 
and  practice. 

"3.    We  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  eternal  particular  election. 

"4.    We  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  original  sin. 

"5.  We  believe  in  man's  impotency  to  recover  himself  from 
the  fallen  state  he  is  in  by  nature,  by  his  own  free  will  ability. 

"6.  We  believe  that  sinners  are  justified  in  the  sight  of  God, 
only  by  the  imputed  righteousness  of  Christ. 

"7.  We  believe  that  God's  elect  shall  be  called,  converted, 
regenerated,  and  sanctified  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

"8.  We  believe  that  the  saints  shall  persevere  in  grace,  and 
never  fall  finally  away. 

"9.  We  believe  that  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  are 
Ordinances  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  true  believers  are  the 
subjects  of  these  Ordinances,  and  we  believe  that  the  true  mode 
of  Baptism  is  by  immersion. 

"10.  We  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  and  a 
general  judgment. 

"11.  We  believe  the  punishment  of  the  wicked  will  be  ever- 
lasting, and  the  joys  of  the  righteous  will  be  eternal. 

"12.  We  believe  that  no  ministers  have  a  right  to  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Ordinances,  only  such  are  regularly  called, 
and  come  under  imposition  of  hands  by  the  presbytery,  etc.  etc." 
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CHAPTER  I 

' <■  Th  e   Begin  n  ing 

"In  the  beginning,  God "  (Gen.  1:1)   "And  God  said, 

"Let  there  be  light;  and  there  was  light"  (Gen.  1:3).  Jesus 
said,  "I  am  the  light  of  the  world"  (Jno.  8:12)  and  again  He 

said  "Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world A  city  that  is  set 

on  a  hill  cannot  be  hid"  (Matt.  5:15).  "Let  your  light  so 
shine  before  men,  that  they  may  see  your  good  works,  and 
glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven"   (Matt.  5:16). 

The  early  nineteenth  century  witnessed  the  beginning  of  a 
new  era  in  the  rugged  mountainous  area  of  Western  Caro- 
lina, as  men  and  women  of  pioneer  blood  pushed  aside  the 
barriers  which  would  have  caused  individuals  of  less  sturdy 
character  to  hesitate  before  attempting  to  establish  homes  and 
rear  their  families  in  such  a  "steep  rugged  escarpment."  How- 
ever, the  men  and  women  who  came  into  this  area  were  as 
rugged  as  the  hills  themselves,  and,  for  the  most  part,  felt 
little   or  no   fear  in  their  new  homes. 

Soon  after  the  "Great  Religious  Awakening"  throughout 
the  state  in  early  1800,  our  Founding  Fathers,  blazing  the 
trail  into  the  Blue  Ridge  chain  of  the  Appalachian  Mountains, 
established  churches  wherever  they  established  their  homes, 
and,  while  there  were  only  a  few  families  in  the  vicinity  of 
what  is  now  Canton,  then  only  large  acreages  along  the  Pigeon 
River,  most  of  them  were  of  the  Baptist  Faith. 

In  all  probability  these  early  settlers  who  had  been  active 
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in  their  churches  in  the  home  communities,  came  together  for 
the  purpose  of  hearing  the  Gospel  proclaimed  and  studying 
the  Word  of  God. 

Soon  these  faithful  followers  of  Christ  selected  a  site  for 
their  church  and  the  sound  of  hammer  and  axe  rang  out  from 
the  hilltop  of  Locust  Old  Fields,  where  the  first  church  of 
any  denomination  west  of  Asheville,  was  located.  A  build- 
ing of  logs  was  erected  which  was  to  serve  the  small  com- 
munity as  both  a  house  of  worship  and  a  place  of  education 
for  their  children. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-five  years  ago,  men  were  too  busy 
making  history  to  do  much  in  the  way  of  recording  it,  con- 
sequently most  of  the  early  history  of  this  church  has  been 
handed  down  from  Father  to  Son  by  word  of  mouth.  There 
are  no  records  to  substantiate  just  when  Locust  Old  Fields 
Baptist  Church  was  organized,  however,  there  is  a  record  in 
the  minutes  of  the  Old  Newfound  Baptist  Church  at  Leceister, 
N.  C.  indicating  that  the  members  of  Locust  Old  Fields  Baptist 
church  organized  the  old  Newfound  Church,  February  12,  1802, 
which  would  lead  us  to  believe  that  Locust  Old  Fields  was 
already  well  established.  This  could  well  have  been  the  case, 
as  this  section  was  settled  by  the  white  man  about  1790. 

Among  Baptist  historians,  the  concensus  of  opinion  is  that 
the  Locust  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1803. 
One  historian,  J.  R.  Green,  in  his  sketch  which  appeared  in 
the  Wake  Forest  Student  in  1906  states: 

"Locust  Old  Fields  Church,  Haywood  County,  North  Caro- 
lina, was  organized  in  1803,  with  thirteen  charter  members, 
eight  of  whom  were  John  Osborne,  John  Gooch,  John  Hall, 
Samuel  Abel  and  wife,  Margaret  Chambers,  William  Scott 
and  Erwin  Brown.  The  names  of  the  other  five  are  not  avail- 
able. The  first  authentic  information  we  have  recorded,  is 
that  extracted  by  Dr.  Lynn  E.  May,  Jr.,  Research  Director, 
Historical  Commission,  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  from  the 
minutes  of  the  Holston  Association,  which  met  on  Friday, 
August  2nd,  1804  at  which  time  Locust  Old  Fields  applied  for 
and  obtained  admission  to  the  Association.    The  church  had 
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a  total  of  33  members  at  that  time.  It  remained  in  the 
Holston  Association  until  1807  when  it  petitioned  for  dis- 
mission to  join  with  five  other  churches  to  form  the  French 
Broad  Association.  During  the  period  1807  to  1814,  little  is 
known  of  the  activities  of  the  churches  in  the  French  Broad 
Association,  however,  we  note  from  Dr.  Paschal's  history  that 
in  1812  Locust  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  had  a  membership 
of  78  and,  with  the  exception  of  Newfound,  was  the  largest 
church  in  the  Association. 

The  Locust  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  has  been  termed  the 
Mother  Church  of  all  Baptist  Churches  now  served  by  the 
Haywood  Association.  The  first  church  to  be  organized  by  this 
church  was  at  Crabtree  in  1814,  when  some  of  the  members 
were  dismissed  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Crabtree  Baptist  Church.  On  November  17th 
1821,  "members  of  Locust  Old  Fields  Church,  in  order  to  become 
a  constitution,  met  at  the  Tuckaseigee  Meeting  House,  now 
Cullowhee  Baptist  Church,  as  follows:  James  Stiles,  Benjamine 
Hatfield,  Thomas  Stiles,  James  Buchanan,  Henry  Wood,  Jane 
Stiles,  Martha  Buchanan,  Sally  Hibbards,  Sarah  Mason  and 
Nancy  Buchanan.  Rev.  Adam  Corn  was  elected  pastor  and 
Benjamine  Hatfield  church  clerk."  Only  two  years  later,  August 
1st,  1823,  the  first  Baptist  Church  of  Waynesville  was  organ- 
ized; these  were  followed  by  Bethel,  Oak  Grove,  Hominy, 
Pleasant  Hill,   Clyde   and   others. 

For  many  years  such  men  as  William  Haynes,  C.  B.  Mingus, 
A.  B.  Thomas  and  other  pastors  of  Locust  Old  Fields  were 
active  in  the  organization  of  new  churches  throughout  the 
County. 

The  first  public  school  taught  in  Haywood  County  was 
taught  in  the  house  in  which  Locust  Old  Fields  church  was 
organized.  In  the  early  days  of  the  Church  slaves  were  mem- 
bers, having  received  permission  from  their  masters  to  join. 
They  were  instructed  by  white  preachers  from  the  pulpit  and 
in  their  quarters,  and  were  baptized  by  white  preachers.  They 
contributed  very  little  to  church  expenses.  At  that  time  the 
pastor  received  no  salary. 
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This  church  withdrew  from  the  French  Broad  Association 
in  1829  in  order  to  become  a  member  of  Tuckaseigee  Asso- 
ciation just  being  organized  at  that  time,  and  on  November 
6th,  1829  messengers  from  seven  churches  in  the  counties  of 
Haywood  and  Macon,  met  at  the  Cullowhee  meeting  house  and 
organized  the  Tuckaseigee  Baptist  Association.  At  this  meet- 
ing Humphrey  Posey,  who  was  styled  at  that  time  "Elder" 
Posey,  preached  the  introductory  sermon  from  the  text  found 
in  Ephesians,  fourth  chapter  and  third  verse  "Endeavoring  to 
keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bonds  of  peace."  His  subject 
was,  of  course,  unity  and  cooperation,  a  fitting  theme  for  the 
occasion.  Locust  Old  Fields,  whose  messengers  were  Chris- 
topher and  Henry  Howell,  was  represented  in  this  meeting. 
Locust  Old  Fields  remained  in  the  Tuckaseigee  Association 
until   1886,  when  the  Haywood  Association  was  constituted. 

The  minutes  of  the  second  anniversary  of  the  Tuckaseigee 
Association,  which  was  held  at  Locust  Old  Fields  church  in 
1831,  contain  a  resolution  to  the  effect  "that  this  association 
recommend  the  establishment  of  Sunday  Schools  in  every 
neighborhood  where  it  can  be  attended  to  in  connection  with 
the  American  Sunday  School  Union."  According  to  Dr. 
Paschal's  history,  Sunday  School  work  had  already  begun 
in  the  Locust  Old  Fields  Church   (1830). 

Further  discussion  of  the  Sunday  School  will  be  given  in 
more  detail  in  another  chapter. 
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CHAPTER  II 

The  First  Building  Program 

As  to  the  first  house  of  worship,  we  are  not  sure.  We 
know  it  was  built  of  logs,  that  it  was  used  for  school  purposes 
also.  From  my  earliest  recollection,  I  was  told  by  members 
of  my  family,  that  the  original  church  stood  in  the  Southeast 
corner  of  the  present  cemetery  on  Academy  Street,  and  that 
later  a  larger  building  was  erected  on  the  South  side  of  the 
cemetery,  but  moved  nearer  to  what  is  now  Locust  Street. 
The  little  frame  building,  constructed  in  1859,  was  the  last 
one  on  the  original  site.  Be  that  as  it  may,  in  1916  the  down- 
town sanctuary  was  completed  and  the  congregation  moved 
from  the  old  site.  If  this  information  is  correct,  including  the 
new  sanctuary  just  completed,  five  houses  of  worship  have 
been  built  by  the  Locust  Old  Fields  -  First  Baptist  Church,  in 
the  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  years  of  its  existence. 
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'Elder"  Humphrey  Posey 
1780-1846 


Rev.  R.  A.  Sentelle 
Pastor  1895-1897,  1899 


Rev.  J.  R.  Owen 
Pastor  1912-1914 


Rev.  G.  P.  Hamrick 
Pastor   1914-1917 


Rev.  J.  J.  Johnson 
Pastor   1919-1921 


CHAPTER  III 

Early  Pastors 


Little  if  anything  is  known  about  the  pastors  of  the  church 
in  those  early  days,  however,  we  are  almost  certain  that 
Humphrey  Posey,  who  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1803  but 
was  not  ordained  until  1805,  was  pastor  of  Locust  Old  Fields 
church  during  its  early  history. 

Humphrey  Posey  was  born  in  Henry  County,  Virginia,  Janu- 
ary 12,  1780.  When  he  was  five  years  old  his  family  moved 
to  Burke  County  where  he  spent  his  childhood  and  youth.  He 
married  Lettice  Jolly  in  1800  and  in  1801  removed  into  Green- 
ville District.  June  10th,  1802,  he  joined  the  church  and 
was  baptized  on  the  same  day.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  in 
1803;  removed  to  Buncombe  County  and  on  August  3rd, 
preached  his  first  sermon  there.  He  began  preaching  in  a 
destitute  settlement  near  where  he  was  teaching  school  on 
Cane  Creek.  We  copied  from  his  diary  his  own  account.  "In 
1805,  I  commenced  preaching  in  the  evenings  in  a  destitute 
settlement  near  where  I  was  teaching  school  on  Cane  Creek. 
Brother  James  Whitaker  and  myself  drew  up  Articles  of 
Faith,  as  we  could  not  find  any  in  the  country;  and  we  col- 
lected all  the  members  intending  to  be  in  the  constitution  and 
examined  them  on  the  Articles.  All  being  agreed,  a  presbytery 
was  invited  to  attend.  The  presbytery  was  pleased  with  our 
Articles  of  Faith  and  so  the  church  was  organized.  At  the  same 
time  two  of  the  members  were  ordained  to  office  of  deacon 
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and  1  was  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  ministry.  At  the  next 
meeting  I  baptized  four  professed  believers  and  the  work  of 
the  Lord  continued  for  a  length  of  time.  Some  were  received 
for  baptism  at  almost  every  meeting."  There  is  no  mention  in 
his  diary  of  the  name  of  the  church  referred  to  nor  its  exact 
location.  This  closes  the  account  which  Elder  Posey  gives  of 
his  conversion  and  of  his  introduction  into  the  work  of  the 
gospel  ministry.  The  foregoing  was  taken  from  the  "Sketch 
of  the  Life  of  Elder  Humphrey  Posey"  1780-1846.  Elder 
Posey  was  the  first  Baptist  Missionary  to  the  Cherokee  Indians 
and  the  Founder  of  the  Valley  Towns  School,  N.  C.  Western 
North  Carolina  will  never  cease  to  feel  the  impact  of  this 
stalwart  minister  of  the  Gospel. 

In  his  "History  of  North  Carolina  Baptists,"  Dr.  Paschal 
states  that  it  is  certain  that  Rev.  Thomas  Snelson  was  ordained 
in  the  church  of  Big  Pigeon  River,  which  is  elsewhere  referred 
to  as  Locust  Old  Fields.  Other  ministers  active  in  this  area 
during  those  early  years  were:  William  Haynes,  Merritt  Rick- 
man,  Charles  Brindle,  C.  B.  Mingus,  Henry  Connor,  John 
Ammons,  T.  C.  Buchanan,  A.  B.  Thomas  and  others.  The  day- 
to-day  activities  of  these  men  included  that  of  farmer,  black- 
smith, bee  keeper,  butcher,  teacher,  etc.  Often  they  walked 
or  rode  horseback  many  miles  in  order  to  fill  their  pulpits  on 
Sunday,  but  in  spite  of  these  hardships,  they  had  time  to 
encourage  and  assist  in  organizing  other  Baptist  churches 
throughout  Haywood  and  several  adjoining  counties. 

1833-1853 

William  Haynes  served  as  pastor  of  Locust  Old  Fields  from 
1833  to  1853,  a  period  of  twenty  years.  W.  C.  Allen,  in  his 
"Annals  of  Haywood  County",  gives  the  following  biographical 
sketch    of   Wm.    Haynes: 

"Some  time  prior  to  1820  he  married  Elizabeth  Hood,  a 
daughter  of  John  Hood,  a  Revolutionary  veteran.  It  is  stated 
that  William  Haynes  and  his  wife,  in  early  life,  migrated  to 
Missouri,  but  returned  in  1820  and  remained  in  Haywood 
County  the  remainder  of  his  days. 

In  the  hey-day  of  his  ministry  in  Haywood  County,  he  was 
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pastor  of  the  Locust  Field,  now  Canton  First  Church  for  twenty 
years  and  served  other  churches  in  this  and  other  counties 
for  many  years.  William  Haynes  worked  with  Humphrey 
Posey,  the  first  of  the  Baptist  Preachers  to  come  to  this  county, 
the  architect  of  the  Baptist  denomination  in  this  part  of  West- 
ern North  Carolina." 

During  Rev.  Haynes  ministry,  the  church  was  host  to  the 
Association  a  number  of  times;  as  well  as  to  the  Western 
Carolina  Convention  twice.  The  church  belonged  to  the  State 
Baptist  Convention  until  1845,  when,  because  of  almost  no 
means  of  communication,  in  1844  the  State  Convention  ap- 
pointed a  delegation  of  nine  to  meet  with  representatives  of 
the  West  to  confer  with  them  about  means  of  cooperating  with 
the  State  Convention.  The  result  of  the  conference  was  the 
organization  of  the  Western  Baptist  Convention,  auxiliary  to 
the  State  Convention,  which  was  perfected  in  1845,  and  re- 
mained as  such  until  1898  —  a  period  of  fifty-three  years, 
when  a  large  majority  in  most  of  the  associations  voted  for 
dissolution  with  the  view  of  cooperating  again  with  the  State 
Convention. 

William  Haynes  died  while  still  pastor  of  Locust  Old  Fields 
Church  (1853). 

1853-1888 

Rev.  C.  B.  Mingus,  who  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  June 
12,  1847,  became  a  member  of  the  Locust  Old  Fields  Baptist 
Church  in  September  of  1848,  and  according  to  copy  of  his 
obituary,  served  in  the  capacity  of  preacher  and  pastor  in  this 
area  for  approximately  forty  years,  about  thirty-five  of  which 
he  was   pastor  of  Locust   Old   Fields. 

"C.  B.  Mingus  was  one  of  the  most  noted  preachers  of  his 
day.  Evidently  he  was  pastor  of  Locust  Field  for  many  years. 
He  was  born  Sept.  25,  1823  on  Raven's  Fork  of  Oconeluftee, 
which  at  that  time  was  in  Haywood  County,  but  since  has  been 
included  in  Jackson  County.  He  first  joined  the  Methodists 
but  he  remained  a  member  only  a  short  time.  He  joined  the 
Lufty  Baptist  Church  on  Saturday  before  the  third  Sunday 
in  May,  1846.    In  this  church  he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry 
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June  12,  1847.  On  the  third  Sunday  in  Sept.,  1848,  Rev. 
Mingus  became  a  member  of  Locust  Field  Baptist  Church. 
For  some  time  he  was  the  only  Baptist  preacher  in  the  present 
bounds  of  Haywood  County.  He  is  mentioned  many  times  in 
old  minutes  until  his  death  on  April  4,  1890.  Sometimes  he 
is  designated  as  pastor  of  Locust  Field,  and  sometimes  he  is 
listed  with  the  messengers,  being  named  first.  In  that  case, 
he  might  have  been  the  pastor.  He  was  married  to  Mary  J. 
Osborne,  July  21,  1858.  She  lived  a  little  more  than  a  year. 
No  children.  He  was  married  again  to  Rebecca  A.  Young 
March  6,  1864.  This  man  deserves  special  mention  along  with 
others  in  any  historical  sketch  for  Haywood  Baptists.  He  is 
often  mentioned  as  pastor  of  Waynesville,  Pleasant  Hill,  etc. 
At  the  association  of  1858,  he  is  mentioned  as  being  on  a  com- 
mittee to  revise  the  Constitution  of  Tuckasiege  Association." 
Rev.  Thomas  Erwin  gives  us  this  interesting  biographical  sketch 
of  C.  B.  Mingus. 

Under  his  leadership,  churches  were  organized,  young 
men  entered  the  ministry  and  a  building  program  was  under- 
taken. At  the  close  of  the  war,  it  is  reported  that  this  church 
was  blessed  with  one  of  the  greatest  revivals  in  all  of  its 
history. 

July  29,  1859,  Ambrose  Pharr  gave  to  the  church  a  site  for 
a  new  building,  the  construction  of  which  was  almost  com- 
pleted before  the  War  between  the  States.  The  floor  was  all 
that  remained  unfinished.  With  most  of  the  men  away  at 
war,  the  church  was  not  very  active  during  the  war  years. 
The  building  itself  was  used  by  the  Confederate  Soldiers  for 
camp  purposes.  However,  at  war's  end,  the  floors  were  laid, 
the  building  painted  and  regular  services  resumed. 

Apparently,  due  to  ill  health,  Rev.  Mingus  gave  up  his 
pastoral  work  in  1888. 

1888-1889 

Rev.  S.  C.  Owen.  During  the  summer  of  1889,  a  new  roof 
was  placed  on  the  church,  a  steeple  built  and  a  bell  installed, 
no  doubt  the  first  church  bell  to  ring  out  in  this  area.     Even 
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in  those  days,  the  women  of  the  church  took  active  interest  in 
the  physical  as  well  as  the  spiritual  progress  of  the  church.  They 
watched  with  eagerness  the  repairs  to  the  roof,  the  erection 
of  the  steeple  and  were  greatly  thrilled  on  the  arrival  of  the 
bell.  On  the  day  the  bell  was  installed,  wives,  mothers,  sisters 
and  friends  of  the  men  doing  the  work,  carried  basket  lunches 
for  their  menfolk  and  themselves,  making  a  joyful  occasion 
of  the  installation  and  ringing  of  the  bell  for  the  first  time. 
A  few  years  later,  a  group  of  pranksters,  probably  on  New 
Year's  Eve,  cracked  the  bell  and  a  new  one  was  purchased 
and  installed.  When  the  church  was  moved  to  its  present 
location,  the  bell  was  also  moved  and  installed  in  the  new 
sanctuary  and  only  recently  the  self-same  bell  was  placed  in 
the  beautiful  steeple  of  the  just  completed  sanctuary. 

Time  was  fleeting  by.  The  little  cemetery  adjoining  the 
church  grounds  was  no  longer  adequate  for  the  community's 
need,  and  in  1889,  September  7th,  additional  property  was 
purchased,  extending  the  cemetery  to  its  present  boundary  lines 
on  Academy  Street  and  Pennsylvania  Avenue. 

1890 

Rev.  T.  C.  Buchanan.   Served  only  one  year. 

1891-1894 

Rev.  E.  E.  Blount.  We  can  find  no  record  of  this  man 
except  that  he  was  pastor  from  1891  to  1894. 
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CHAPTER  IV 

A   Village   Changes  Its  Name 

The  little  village  of  Pigeon  River  was  growing,  and  it  was 
about  1894  that  the  name  was  changed  to  Canton,  which  was 
made  legal  by  act  of  Congress  in  1895. 

1895-1897 

Rev.  R.  A.  Sentelle.  The  Associational  minutes  for 
1895,  1896  and  1897  cannot  be  located,  however,  it  is  almost 
certain  that  Rev.  R.  A.  Sentelle,  preacher  and  educator,  served 
the  church  during  this  period,  after  which  he  resigned  in  order 
to  give  his  full  time  to  educational  work  in  Haywood  County 
where  he  served  as  Superintendent  of  Education  for  a  number 
of  years. 

From  his  autobiography  we  find  this  sketch:  "I  was  born 
on  the  head  waters  of  Willow  Creek,  Henderson  County,  Decem- 
ber 23rd,  1846.  My  father's  name  was  John  E.  Sentelle,  and 
my  mother's  maiden  name  was  Hannah  Cantrell.  My  grand- 
father on  my  father's  side  was  Richard  Sentelle,  and  his  wife's 
name  was  Sarah  Robinson,  a  full  blooded  Irish  woman.  My 
mother's  father  was  Samuel  Cantrell,  and  his  wife  was  a 
Miss  Giles  before  her  marriage.  My  ancestors  on  both  sides 
were  plain,  honest,  hardworking  people.  Not  only  were  my 
forebears  industrious  but  they  were  religious  people  also;  and 
all,  so  far  as  I  could  learn,  were  Baptist  people.  My  father 
and  mother  were  very  pious  people,  and  so  I  was  brought  up 
under  religious  influence." 
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In  1867  he  married  Addie  Blalock  of  the  East  Fork  Com- 
munity. He  was  then  nearly  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

He  joined,  was  baptized  and  became  a  member  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Waynesville.  While  we  have  no  record  of 
his  becoming  a  member  of  the  Locust  Fields  Church,  he  did 
serve  the  church  as  pastor  several  times  during  his  ministry. 

1898 

Rev.  Hunt  pastored  the  church  in  1898.  We  do  not  have 
any  biographical  sketch  or  other  information  about  Rev.  Hunt 
except  that  he  was  pastor  one  year. 

1899-1900 

Rev.  R.  A.  Sentelle,  was  again  elected,  serving  until  the 
Rev.  M.  R.  N.  Caldwell  began  his  pastorate  some  time  in 
1900. 

1900-1907 

Rev.  M.  R.  N.  Caldwell  followed  Rev.  Sentelle  sometime 
during  the  year  of  1900  and  remained  pastor  until  1907.  Rev. 
Caldwell  owned  and  lived  in  his  own  home,  however  in  April 
of  1907  an  adjoining  lot  to  that  already  purchased  for  the 
pastor's  home  was  procured.  A  little  later  on,  the  house  was 
repaired  and  used  as  a  pastorium  for  several  years. 

In  1901  it  is  noted  from  the  minutes  of  the  Association  that 
preaching  was  held  on  the  second  Sunday  and  the  pastor's 
salary  was  $100.00  per  year. 

Once  each  year  since  1901  there  is  a  reunion  or  old  folk's 
day,  when  all  the  older  members  and  citizens  meet  and  sing 
the  old  songs  that  they  used  to  sing,  and  discuss  such  topics 
as  may  be  desirable.  This  is  always  a  great  and  happy  day 
attended  by  thousands  of  people  from  far  and  near  and  it 
greatly  helps  to  keep  up  the  spirit  of  love  that  is  so  charac- 
teristic of  this  people. 

In  connection  with  the  above  paragraph,  when  the  church  was 
moved  to  its  present  location  on  Academy  St.,  "Old  Folks  Day" 
was  removed  to  the  Morning  Star  Methodist  Church  and  is 
still  being  held  there  each  summer,  as  a  community  affair. 

"The  church  has  ordained  to  the  ministry   (1906)    seven 
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preachers,  some  of  whom  have  done  and  are  doing  good  work. 
"During  the  103  years  of  its  existence  it  has  stood  as  a  'city 
set  on  a  hill',  a  light  to  the  community.  Its  members,  while 
they  have  never  been  wealthy,  have  been  independent,  energetic 
livers.  They  have  been  fair  examples  of  the  old  Southern 
chivalry  in  every  respect." — Paschal 's  History. 
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CHAPTER  V 

The  Episode  of  the  Revolving  Christmas    Tree 

History  is  made  up  of  amusing  incidents  and  serious  events 
as  well,  and  this  sketch  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Canton 
would  not  be  complete  without  recording  the  story  of  the  revolv- 
ing Christmas  tree. 

The  M.  E.  Church  South  now  the  Central  Methodist  Church 
of  Canton  —  was  the  second  church  established  in  Canton  and 
there  was  much  rivalry  between  the  two  churches.  Each  year 
a  community  Christmas  tree  program,  composed  of  Christmas 
carols,  recitations  by  the  children  of  the  church  where  the  pro- 
gram was  held,  was  given,  the  two  churches  rotating.  Every 
one  in  the  community  was  invited  to  put  presents  on  the  tree 
for  members  of  families  and  friends.  However,  it  finally  came 
to  the  point  where  the  Baptists  did  not  participate  in  very  large 
numbers  in  the  "Methodist"  tree  program,  nor  did  the  Metho- 
dists participate  in  any  great  degree  in  the  "Baptist"  tree 
program. 

There  was  much  comment  on  the  part  of  the  Baptists  about 
the  meagerness  of  the  presents  on  the  Methodist  tree  and  a 
charge  by  the  Methodists  that  the  presents  on  the  Baptist  tree 
were  placed  only  on  the  sides  and  front  of  the  tree,  leaving  the 
back  which  could  not  be  seen,   bare. 

This  charge  served  as  a  challenge  to  the  Baptists  who  decided 
to  "show"  the  Methodists  as  well  as  the  community  that  the 
charge  was  untrue  and  unfair.    All  during  the  months  between 
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Christmases  when  the  Baptists  would  again  be  responsible  for 
the  Christmas  Tree  program,  a  plan  was  taking  shape  in  the 
minds  of  those  responsible  for  the  tree.  It  was  determined  to 
give  the  church  and  the  community  the  largest  tree,  most  heavily 
loaded  with  presents  that  had  so  far  been  seen  in  either  of 
the  churches. 

A  tall  tree,  reaching  to  the  ceiling  of  the  church  was  rigged 
up  so  it  would  revolve.  A  boy  was  hired  to  turn  the  tree, 
which  was  covered  with  presents  from  friends,  families  and 
"sympathizers."  Candles  were  placed  on  the  tree  and  it  was 
truly  a  "thing  of  beauty,"  and  a  source  of  great  pride,  coupled 
with  a  sense  of  victory. 

Two  near  tragedies,  however,  occurred  —  a  small  fire  from 
an  overturned  candle  and  the  stabbing  of  a  little  girl  who  came 
too  close  to  the  man  using  a  pen  knife  for  cutting  the  packages 
from  the  tree. 

This,  I  believe,  was  the  last  "Christmas  Tree"  program  of 
community  interest  held  by  the  churches.  Just  following  this 
incident,  the  Locust  Field  Baptist  Church  (First  Baptist)  was 
faced  with  a  more  serious  problem  —  that  of  calling  a  new 
pastor  and  accepting  a  greater  challenge  for  a  more  vitalizing 
church  life. 
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CHAPTER  VI 

Full   Time   Operation 

1907-1909 

Rev.  Luther  Brown.  With  the  beginning  of  the  construe- 
tion  of  the  paper  mill  plant  at  Canton  in  1906,  there  was  an 
influx  of  new  people  into  the  community,  many  of  whom  were 
Baptists.  It  was  soon  decided  that  as  the  town  grew,  so  must 
the  church  grow,  however,  just  as  the  little  town  and  the 
church  began  to  expand,  Rev.  Caldwell  resigned  and  in  1907 
was  followed  by  Rev.  Luther  Brown,  who  continued  his  ministry 
here  until  1909.  The  church  continued  to  grow  in  numbers 
and  usefulness  to  the  community. 

It  was  during  Rev.  Brown's  pastorate  that  the  church  began 
to  operate  on  a  "full  time"  basis,  not  only  holding  Sunday 
School  each  Sunday  morning  as  was  its  custom,  but  following 
Sunday  School  with  preaching  service  at  11:00  A.M.  and  again 
in  the  evening.  It  was  during  this  period  also  that  prayer 
meeting  on  Wednesday  night  was  first  instituted.  The  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  was  organized  in  1907.  The  foundations 
for  a  greater  church  and  increased  activity  were  laid  during 
these  two  important  years,  but  just  as  the  work  was  getting 
well  under  way,  Rev.  Brown  resigned  to  be  followed  by  Rev. 
Kesterson  who  remained  only  one  year. 

1910 

Rev.  Kesterson.  As  stated  before,  Rev.  Kesterson  remained 
pastor  only  one  year  and  the  records  for  that  date  have  been 
lost. 
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1911-1912 

Rev.  J.  D.  Bowen.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Canton,  Rev. 
Bowen  set  up  the  plan  almost  as  it  is  carried  out  to  this  day, 
of  holding  business  sessions  of  the  church  on  the  first  Wed- 
nesday evening  of  each  month. 

The  time  had  arrived  also  when  selection  of  a  site  for  the 
new  downtown  sanctuary  should  be  made.  A  committee  was 
appointed  and  a  portion  of  the  present  church  property  was 
purchased. 

Money  was  scarce  in  1911,  even  though  many  of  the  men 
of  the  church  had  by  this  time  secured  jobs  in  the  new  pulp 
mill,  there  were  many  others  who  still  farmed  for  a  living. 
With  the  sanction  of  the  church  membership,  the  Board  of 
Deacons  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  State  Board  for 
financial  assistance  to  the  church  for  Pastor's  salary  in  the 
amount  of  $300.00  per  year,  bringing  the  total  salary  up  to 
$600.00  per  year. 

Another  forward  step  in  the  business  affairs  of  the  church 
was  the  plan  for  election  of  church  officers  each  year. 

A  Building  Committee  was  appointed  composed  of  the  fol- 
lowing men:  W.  T.  Sharp,  Chairman,  G.  W.  Phillips,  Architect, 
E.  B.  Denton,  Will  C.  Holtzclaw,  T.  P.  Owen  and  William 
Moore  who  were  asked  to  get  plans  under  way  for  the  new 
sanctuary  in  the  downtown  area.  Work  was  started,  after  many 
difficulties  and  heart  aches,  some  time  in  1911  or  1912. 

On  April  14,  1912,  Rev.  J.  D.  Bowen  tendered  his  resig- 
nation which  was  accepted. 

1912-1914 

Rev.  J.  R.  Owen  accepted  the  call  from  the  church  and 
assumed  his  duties  July  1st,  1912.  During  Mr.  Owen's  pas- 
torate the  work  continued  on  the  construction  of  the  new 
sanctuary,  slowly  but  surely. 

In  the  fall  of  1913,  the  first  revival  was  held  on  the  new 
site,  although  there  were  only  the  foundation  and  subflooring. 

The  church  up  until  this  time,  had  had  no  activity  for  its 
young  people,  other  than  Sunday  School  and  the  Sunbeam 

28 


Band  which  was  organized  in  1911.  The  B.  Y.  P.  U.  was  first 
organized  and  soon  afterwards  was  followed  by  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Y.  W.  A.  which  was  sponsored  by  Mrs.  J.  R.  Owen, 
who  was  also  largely  responsible  for  the  young  people's  work. 

By  this  time  it  was  deemed  unwise  in  the  opinion  of  the 
church  leadership  to  have  the  Pastor's  home  so  far  removed 
from  the  church.  The  property  on  Newfound  Street  was  sold 
and  the  lot  adjacent  to  the  church  property  in  the  rear  was 
purchased  September  5,  1913.  This  property  is  now  our  park- 
ing lot. 

Rev.  Owen  resigned  in  May  or  June  of  1914  to  be  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  G.  P.  Hamrick. 


29 


CHAPTER  VII 

We  Move    To    Town 

1914-1917 

Rev.  G.  P.  Hamrick  came  to  us  in  July  or  August  1914. 
He  encouraged  the  church  to  complete  the  new  sanctuary  by 
contract  if  necessary.  Prior  to  this  time  the  men  of  the  church 
had  done  most  of  the  work.  A  loan  was  secured  from  the 
Home  Mission  Board  and  the  old  church  building  sold,  the 
money  for  which  was  turned  over  to  the  Building  Committee. 

The  congregation  moved  into  their  new  church  home  the  latter 
part  of  1915. 

In  the  meantime  the  church  was  making  progress  in  every 
phase  of  its  work. 

J.  Leonard  Westmoreland  was  the  first  person  baptized  in 
the  new  church  which  had  its  own  baptismal  pool  (2-26-16). 
Prior  to  this  time  Baptism  was  administered  in  the  Pigeon 
River. 

The  first  marriage  that  took  place  in  the  new  church  was 
that  of  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  M.  Geier,  Miss  Adele 
Geier  to  Mr.  Earl  Hamrick,  the  son  of  Pastor  and  Mrs.  G.  P. 
Hamrick. 

Rev.  Hamrick  resigned  in  February  of  1917,  but  was  per- 
suaded to  remain  until  the  church  could  secure  another  pastor. 

1917 

Rev.  A.  T.  Simms.  On  July  22nd,  1917,  the  Pulpit  Com- 
mittee recommended  and  the  church  elected  Rev.  A.  T.  Simms 
for  a  period  of  one  year.    At  the  end  of  the  year  Rev.  Simms 
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was  not  re-elected,  whether  because  of  his  own  desire  or  because 
there  was  understanding  between  him  and  the  church  that  he 
was  to  serve  only  one  year,  is  not  known. 

1918-1919 

Rev.  M.  A.  Adams  was  elected  pastor  to  follow  Rev.  Simms 
in  1918  and  while  his  pastorate  was  during  the  First  World 
War,  much  progress  was  made. 

For  several  years  there  was  a  great  deal  of  controversy  as 
to  the  ownership  of  the  Old  Locust  Field  Church  property. 
Being  somewhat  of  a  legal  mind,  Rev.  Adams  cleared  up  the 
confusion,  got  together  all  old  deeds,  contracts,  etc.,  securing 
clear  title  to  all  property  owned  by  the  church. 

Not  only  was  Rev.  Adams  endued  with  legal  knowledge, 
but  he  was  a  church  financier  as  well,  and  it  was  through  his 
efforts  that  the  financial  system  was  reworked,  and  the  weekly 
contribution  envelope  system  which  we  now  use  was  set  up. 

Probably  his  greatest  work  was  among  his  people  during 
the  stress  of  war  and  his  ministry  to  the  sick  during  the  terrible 
flu  epidemic. 

In  March  of  1919  Rev.  Adams  resigned. 

1919-1921 

Rev.  J.  J.  Johnson  became  pastor  of  the  Locust  Old  Fields 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  (now  the  First  Baptist  Church  at 
Canton,  N.  C.)  in  May  1919.  He  came  to  us  from  the  Ridge- 
dale  Baptist  Church  in  Chattanooga,  Tennessee. 

We  give  here  a  summary  of  the  work  under  Rev.  Johnson's 
leadership : 

1.  The  church  had  been  struggling  for  some  years  to  free 
itself  of  debt  incurred  at  the  time  of  the  completion  of  the 
sanctuary.  Through  Rev.  Johnson's  leadership  the  loan  from 
the  Home  Mission  Board  was  completely  paid  off. 

2.  The  church  also  "came  off"  the  State  Mission  Board, 
assuming  full  responsibility  for  the  Pastor's  support. 

3.  Sale  of  the  parsonage  back  of  the  church  known  to  us 
as  the  "Owen  Property"  which  was  just  recently  repurchased 
for  parking  lot. 
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4.  Acquired  property  on  which  present  pastorium  stands. 

5.  Interest  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  colored  people  of 
our  community  has  been  evidenced  by  this  church  through  the 
years,  and  particularly  was  this  true  during  the  pastorate  of 
Rev.  Johnson,  who,  with  the  permission  of  the  Board  of  Deacons, 
taught  the  pastor  of  one  of  the  colored  churches,  just  organized 
about  that  time,  what  amounted  to  a  brief  seminary  course. 
This  man,  a  Rev.  Patterson,  in  making  his  appeal  to  Rev. 
Johnson  stated  "I  want  you  to  teach  me  so  that  when  I  get  up 
there  to  preach,  I  will  be  able  to  preach  the  Bible  and  not  what 
I  might  read  from  some  book."  This  man  came  to  Rev.  John- 
son's study  for  his  classes  until  the  term  was  finished.  Rev. 
Johnson  also  participated  in  several  conferences  held  by  this 
group,  thereby  helping  them  to  become  permanently  and  firmly 
established. 

Plans  for  building  a  new  home  for  the  pastor  were  in  the 
making  when  Rev.  Johnson  resigned  in  1921. 

1921-1925 

Dr.  R.  C.  Campbell.  Due  to  the  fact  that  the  Church  records 
from  1921-25  have  been  lost,  we  are  unable  to  state  just  the 
month  in  1921  when  Dr.  R.  C.  Campbell  became  pastor.  As 
stated  above,  plans  for  building  the  new  pastorium  were  already 
under  way  and  almost  immediately  the  small  house  formerly 
occupied  by  the  Johnsons,  was  moved  to  another  location,  exca- 
vation for  the  new  house  completed  and  construction  begun. 
The  work  progressed  rapidly  and  within  a  few  months  the 
building  was  completed  and  the  Campbells  moved  in. 

A  brief  summary  of  the  accomplishments  of  the  church 
under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  R.  C.  Campbell  (1921-1925)  is 
given  as  follows: 

1.  Building  pastorium  on  Academy  Street. 

2.  Completely  departmentizing  the  Sunday  School. 

3.  Installed  the  six  point  record  system  in  the  Sunday  School. 

4.  Sponsored  and  taught  the  first  Sunday  School  Study  course, 
using  the  Sunday  School  Manual. 

5.  Organized  and  taught  a  class  of  men  called  in  from  the 
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streets.  This  class  was  conducted  in  the  theatre  building  for 
several  months  and  later  brought  to  the  Church,  thereby  becom- 
ing a  part  of  our  regular  Sunday  School. 

6.  Launched  Sunday  School  Building  Program  for  which  plans 
were  drawn. 

7.  It  is  thought  that  the  name  of  the  Church  was  changed  from 
Locust  Fields  Baptist  Church  to  First  Baptist  Church  in  1925, 
although  no  record  of  the  transaction  is  available. 

8.  The  pipe  organ  was  purchased  and  installed. 

Dr.  Campbell  resigned  to  become  pastor  of  the  Scotland  Neck 
Baptist  Church  in  1925. 
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CHAPTER  VIII 
A  Beloved  Pastor  Passes    On 


The  resignation  of  Dr.  Campbell  left  the  church  without  a 
leader  and  for  a  time  very  discouraged,  but  there  is  little  doubt 
in  the  minds  of  those  who  attended  church  on  that  beautiful 
and  memorable  Sunday  morning  in  May  of  1925,  when  Rev. 
A.  V.  Joyner's  name  was  presented  by  the  Pulpit  Committee, 
as  to  the  leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

1925-1937 

The  call  was  unanimously  extended  to  Rev.  A.  V.  Joyner, 
who  assumed  his  duties  in  May  of  1925.  Rev.  Joyner  came 
to  us  from  Wilmington,  N.  C.  He  was  known  throughout 
Western  North  Carolina,  as  well  as  in  other  sections  of  the 
state.    Canton  First  was  his  second  pastorate  in  this  area. 

He  was  looked  upon  by  people  throughout  the  Association 
as  pastor  and  friend  and  many  demands  were  made  on  his 
time  and  strength.    On  April  1st,  1937  God  called  him  home. 

Rev.  Joyner  was  not  a  builder  of  houses  and  church  edifices, 
but  it  seemed  wherever  he  went,  it  was  his  lot  to  pay  off  the 
debts  contracted  by  the  church  before  his  coming.  Canton 
was  no  exception  to  that  rule.  He  was  handicapped  from  the 
beginning  by  debt  on  the  church  organ  and  the  parsonage, 
both  of  which  were  paid  off  early  in  his  ministry.  Almost 
immediately  after  his  arrival  with  us,  recession  and  then 
depression  were  upon  us  and  the  church  went  through  a  period 
of  struggle  for  funds  with  which  to  operate.    On  more  than 
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one  occasion,  as  his  members  were  forced  to  accept  cut  back 
in  wages,  Rev.  Joyner  voluntarily  requested  a  like  reduction 
in  his  salary.  He  was  heard  to  say  on  more  than  one  occasion 
that  he  wanted  to  receive  the  same  treatment  that  was  accorded 
his  people.  However,  in  spite  of  the  many  financial  "ups  and 
downs",  progress  was  made. 

One  of  the  first  things  Rev.  Joyner  did  was  to  put  on  an 
"enlargement  campaign"  in  the  Training  Union,  although  it 
was  not  so  called  at  that  time.  He  immediately  recognized  the 
great  potentiality  of  trained  leadership.  He,  therefore,  set  up 
a  complete  Training  Union  program,  with  Director,  Associate 
Director,  General  Secretary  and  leaders  for  the  departments. 
The  Union  was  departmentized  with  Junior,  Intermediate, 
Young  People,  following  a  little  later  with  Adults. 

Space  will  not  permit  printing  all  of  the  accomplishments 
of  the  church  under  the  guidance  of  this  Man  of  God,  but  we 
would  like  to  summarize  the  outstanding  accomplishments  of 
the  twelve  years  of  his  pastorate,  as  follows: 

1.  Soon  after  coming  to  Canton,  Rev.  Joyner  set  in  motion 
a  program  by  which  the  church  was  cleared  of  debt  which  had 
been  incurred  in  the  purchase  of  the  organ  and  the  building 
of  the  pastorium. 

2.  Expanded  the  Training  Union  by  securing  a  Director  and 
organizing  by  Departments  rather  than  by  Unions. 

3.  Due  to  the  depression  and  lack  of  funds  the  matter  of  Sun- 
day School  Building  was  more  or  less  dormant  until  1935, 
when  Rev.  Joyner  suggested  a  goal  of  $1,000  to  be  raised  by 
the  Women's  Missionary  Society  to  be  added  to  the  fund  already 
created  through  the  Will  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Rhinehart. 
The  money  was  raised  and  invested. 

4.  An  effort  was  made  to  secure  additional  land  for  new  build- 
ing but  failing  in  this,  sketches  were  made  up  to  add  rooms  at 
the  back  of  the  Sanctuary.  Rev.  Joyner's  death  automatically 
cancelled  all  building  plans  for  the  time  being. 

5.  Many  "firsts"  were  put  into  operation  during  these  eventful 
years,  such  as: 
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6.  The  first  deaconesses  were  elected  to  the  Board  of  Deacons 
August  12,  1931.  Mrs.  S.  R.  Felmet,  Mrs.  J.  Med  Williams, 
Mrs.  R.  D.  Suttenfield,  Miss  Kathleen  Harrison  and  Miss  May 
Holtzclaw. 

7.  The  first  church  bulletin  was  published  and  became  a  per- 
manent part  of  the  church  activities.  (1925) 

8.  The  first  zoning  system  for  church  activities  in  Canton  was 
put  into   effect. 

9.  The  first  Minister  of  Music  or  Choir  Director  was  employed. 

10.  The  first  Brotherhood  was  organized.  (1930) 

11.  The  Regional  Training  Union  Convention  was  held  in  this 
church  for  the  first  time. 

12.  The  rotation  system  for  election  of  Deacons  was  first  put 
into   effect. 

13.  Rev.  Joyner's  last  service  was  on  Wednesday  night,  March 
31,  1937,  when  he  baptized  seven  young  people  after  prayer 
service. 

14.  At  the  close  of  his  ministry  there  were  225  regular 
systematic  contributors  —  619  members  enrolled  with  544 
enrolled  in  Sunday  School  and  109  enrolled  in  Training  Union. 
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CHAPTER  IX 

Under  New   Leadership 

1937-1944 

Dr.  H.  K.  Masteller.  After  Rev.  A.  V.  Joyner's  sudden 
death  on  April  1st,  1937,  the  church  stunned,  grief  stricken  and 
heart  broken  was  without  a  leader  for  several  months.  How- 
ever, a  pulpit  committee  was  appointed  and  soon  Dr.  H.  K. 
Masteller  was  unanimously  elected. 

Almost  immediately  on  arrival  of  Dr.  Masteller,  negotiations 
for  the  erection  of  an  educational  building  began.  Drillings 
were  made  to  determine  earth  formation  for  the  security  of 
the  building,  an  Architect  employed  and  plans  submitted, 
accepted  and  paid  for. 

Other  outstanding  accomplishments  were: 

1.  Ben  C.  Fisher  now  on  the  staff  at  Southeastern  Seminary, 
Wake  Forest,  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  April  3,  1938. 

2.  Led  the  church  in  the  purchase  of  59^2  feet  of  land  im- 
mediately adjacent  to  the  church  property  on  Academy  Street 
at  a  cost  of  $2,380.00. 

3.  Set  a  goal  of  $4,000.00  for  the  Sunday  School  Building  for 
the  year  1939. 

4.  Reorganized  the  Baptist  Brotherhood. 

5.  Vested  the  choir. 

6.  Purchased  and  put  into  use  the  Baptist  Hymnal. 

7.  Added  the  fourth  employee,  Church  Organist  to  the  payroll. 
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8.  Dr.  Masteller  was  given  a  leave  of  absence  by  the  church 
in  order  that  he  might  return  to  the  Seminary  in  Louisville  for 
the  purpose  of  completing  his  education  and  receiving  his 
doctorate. 

9.  Religious  census  was  taken  and  information  tabulated  and 
brought  up  to  date  and  filed. 

10.  The  Training  Union  District  Meeting  was  held  in  this 
church  for  the  second  time. 

11.  Church  membership  enrollment  was  increased  to  759  with 
an  enrollment  in  Sunday  School  of  573  —  Training  Union  72. 

Dr.  Masteller  resigned  in  May  or  June  of  1944  to  become 
the  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Asheboro,  N.  C. 

Again  the  church  was  left  without  an  "Under  Shepherd" 
for  several  months,  securing  the  services  of  several  supplies, 
outstanding  among  whom  was  the  Rev.  B.  A.  Bowers,  who  was 
largely  responsible  for  influencing  Rev.  R.  A.  Kelly  in  his 
decision  to  accept  the  call  extended  to  him  by  the  church. 


38 


CHAPTER  X 

We  Press  Forward 


1944-1947 

Rev.  R.  A.  Kelly  came  to  the  First  Baptist  Church  here 
from  Hastings,  Florida,  preaching  his  first  sermon  as  Pastor 
of  the  church,  on  the  third  Sunday  in  December  1944.  He 
was  a  native  of  Tyler,  Texas,  was  reared  in  Virginia  and 
Washington,  D.  C,  had  worked  in  the  University  of  Virginia  and 
Washington  and  Lee  University.  During  World  War  I  he 
spent  two  years  in  the  Army,  sixteen  and  a  half  months  of 
which  were  spent  overseas.  He  received  his  A.B.  degree  from 
George  Washington  University,  Washington,  D.  C.  and  his 
Master  of  Theology  degree  from  the  Southern  Baptist  Theolo- 
gical Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.  He  also  had  graduate  work 
there,  majoring  in  Greek  New  Testament,  minoring  in  Hebrew 
and  Church  History. 

Rev.  Kelly,  before  coming  to  Canton,  served  as  pastor  of 
the  Shawnee  Baptist  Church,  in  Louisville,  Kentucky;  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  Belmont,  N.  C.  and  the  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Hastings,  Florida.  He  married  Miss  Claire  Binford,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  N.  Binford. 

A  summary  of  the  outstanding  things  noted  during  the  two 
and  a  half  years  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  R.  A.  Kelly 
who  became  pastor  of  this  church  in  December  1944: 

1.  A  wonderful  spirit  of  cooperation. 

2.  The  marked  evangelistic  zeal. 
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3.  The  excellent  attendance  at  the  regular  church  services. 

4.  The  manifest  spirit  of  prayer. 

5.  Interest  in  Benevolences. 

6.  Renewal  and  perfection  of  zoning  of  the  church  territory 
with  deacons  as  group  leaders. 

7.  Participation  in  city  wide  simultaneous  evangelistic  services, 
with  all  the  churches  in  the  city  taking  part. 

8.  Increase  in  subscriptions  to  the  State  Baptist  paper,  "The 
Biblical  Recorder"  from  79  to  213,  coming  into  the  homes  of 
the  members. 

9.  Organization  of  the  Junior  Choir. 

10.  Homecoming  Day  honoring  returned  service  men  and 
women  with  former  Pastors  of  the  church  participating  in  the 
all  day  program.    August  25,  1946. 

11.  Increase  in  building  fund. 

12.  The  starting  of  an  "Organ  Fund"  for  the  new  church  audi- 
torium, first  $5.00  given  by  Dick  Kelly,  elder  son  of  Pastor 
and  Mrs.  Kelly. 

13.  Increase  in  gifts  to  benevolences  and  missions. 

14.  Purchase,  installation  and  dedication  of  Quonset  Huts  to 
be  used  to  take  care  of  the  Junior  and  Intermediate  Depart- 
ments of  our  Sunday  School. 

15.  The  purchase  of  additional  property  from  the  Masonic 
Lodge  adjoining  present  holdings,  thereby  making  it  possible 
to  enlarge  the  facilities  for  all  phases  of  the  church  work,  and 
on  which  the  new  sanctuary  stands. 

16.  Rapid  growth  of  the  Sunday  School  from  a  little  more 
than  200  to  more  than  350  in  regular  attendance  each  Sunday. 

17.  The  organization  and  perfecting  of  the  Young  People's 
Department  in  the  Sunday  School. 

18.  The  enlargement  of  the  Training  Union,  increase  from  90 
to  137. 

19.  The  continued  growth  and  enlargement  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Union. 

20.  The  purchase  of  books,  installation  and  dedication  of  the 
Church  Library. 
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21.  The   largest   Daily   Vacation   Bible   School   reaching   the 
Standard  each  year  in  the  history  of  the  church  up  to  this  time. 

22.  The  erection  and  dedication  of  Memorial  Bulletin  Board. 

23.  Installation  of  amplifying  system  in  main  auditorium. 

24.  Complete  redecoration  of  the  entire  interior  of  the  church. 

25.  Repairs  and  redecoration  at  the  Pastorium. 

26.  The  greatest  financial  program  in  the  history  of  the  church 
up  to  that  time,  summary  of  which  is  given  below: 

Local  Expenses   $22,646.87 

Building  Fund 39,248.81 

Cooperative  Program    13,559.76 

Sunday  School 3,422.29 

All  other  causes   1,396.19 

Total    $80,273.92 

At  the  close  of  the  Rev.  Kelly's  ministry  our  church  enrollment 

was  901  with  Sunday  School  enrollment  of  739,  Training  Union 

enrollment  137. 

Due  to  ill  health  and  on  advice  of  his  doctor,  to  move  to 

a  warmer  climate,  Rev.  Kelly  resigned  in  June  of  1947  to 

accept  the  pastorate  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Lake  Worth, 

Florida. 


41 


CHAPTER  XI 

A   Great  Program   Launched 

1947- 

Rev.  H.  L.  Smith.  Following  the  resignation  and  departure 
of  Rev.  R.  A.  Kelly,  his  father-in-law,  Rev.  J.  N.  Binford 
(retired)  was  elected  supply  pastor  until  a  regular  pastor  could 
be  secured.  Rev.  H.  L.  Smith,  who  has  led  us  in  such  a  wonder- 
ful way  in  the  extensive  building  program,  came  to  us  from 
the  Red  Bank  Baptist  Church  of  Chattanooga,  Tennessee, 
November  1st,  1947.  Rev.  Smith,  a  native  of  North  Carolina, 
received  his  education  at  Wake  Forest  and  the  Southern  Bap- 
tist Theological  Seminary  at  Louisville,  Kentucky.  He  has 
held  pastorates  in  Marshall,  North  Carolina,  Clinton  and  Chat- 
tanooga, Tennessee. 

One  of  the  first  programs  launched  by  him  was  that  of 
"March  to  Church  in  March"  at  which  time  effort  was  made 
to  increase  attendance  at  all  services  of  the  church.  Another 
early  program  was  thirteen  weeks  of  tithing.  Both  programs 
were  highly  successful  and  were  the  forerunners  of  the  gains 
in  both  directions  that  have  been  made. 

Other  accomplishments  in  the  early  years  of  his  ministry 
with  us  are: 

1.  Plans  for  the  construction  of  an  educational  building  were 
submitted  to  and  accepted  by  the  church  July  11,  1948. 

2.  An  intensive  drive  for  funds  was  launched. 

3.  Mailing  permit  for  mailing  the  church  bulletins  purchased. 
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4.  Scholarship  fund  created. 

5.  Sale  and  removal  of  Quonset  Huts. 

6.  Installation  of  radio  broadcasting  system  for  broadcasting 
services  each  month  on  the  first  Sunday. 

7.  Employment  of  our  first  Educational  Director  who  also 
served  as  Minister  of  Music. 

8.  Employment  of  church  secretary. 

9.  Organized  and  fostered  a  church  sponsored  kindergarten. 

10.  June  12,  1949,  a  "Ground  Breaking"  program  was  held 
and  ground  was  actually  broken  for  the  new  educational  build- 
ing to  which  we  had  looked  forward  for  many  years. 

It  would  not  seem  proper  to  omit  some  discussion  just  here 
of  this  important  phase  of  our  work. 

Over  the  years  many  great  decisions  have  been  made  in 
the  life  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  and  Sunday,  June  12th, 
1949  marked  another  important  day  in  the  life  of  this  church 
and  the  community  as  a  whole,  when  after  a  brief  service  in 
the  church  at  which  the  pastor,  Rev.  H.  L.  Smith  brought  an 
inspiring  message  and  after  receiving  the  new  members  into  the 
church,  the  oldest  member  from  standpoint  of  membership  was 
recognized,  and  with  the  pastor  led  the  entire  congregation  to 
assemble  on  the  ground  on  which  the  first  unit  of  the  proposed 
new  building  was  to  be  erected,  for  the  purpose  of  "breaking 
ground."  After  a  prayer  of  praise  and  consecration  by  the 
pastor,  E.  W.  Jones,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Deacons  "broke" 
ground.  Mrs.  John  Holtzclaw,  who  had  been  an  active  member 
for  more  than  60  years  lifted  the  first  shovel  full  of  dirt.  She 
was  followed  by  the  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Edwin 
Haynes;  the  Training  Union  Director,  Miss  May  Holtzclaw; 
the  President  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  Mrs.  W.  G. 
Cole;  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee,  J.  P.  Murray  and 
Molly  Wiley,  the  youngest  member  from  the  standpoint  of 
membership.  The  pastor  shoveled  the  last  shovel  full.  This 
was  truly  a  great  day  in  the  life  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
and  one  never  to  be  forgotten  by  those  who  took  part  in  the 
service  and  by  those  who  witnessed  it. 

43 


LAYING  OF  CORNERSTONE 
EDUCATIONAL  BUILDING 

Sunday,  September  10,  1950 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  impressive  services  ever 
held,  up  to  that  time,  in  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Canton 
was  that  of  the  eleven  o'clock  hour  on  Sunday,  September  10, 
1950. 

The  service  followed  the  regular  order  of  procedure  of  the 
morning  worship.  Just  before  the  sermon,  the  congregational 
hymn  "I  Love  Thy  Kingdom,  Lord"  was  followed  by  the 
reading  of  a  message  from  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Masteller,  congratu- 
lating the  pastor  and  membership  on  their  accomplishment 
in  the  erection  of  a  beautiful  and  modern  educational  building. 

At  the  close  of  the  morning  message  by  the  pastor,  a  specially 
prepared  metal  box,  made  by  J.  A.  Anderson,  was  placed  on 
the  table  in  front  of  the  pulpit.  Mr.  G.  M.  Trostel,  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Deacons  took  his  place  at  the  table  to  help  in 
placing  articles  in  the  box,  after  which  the  box  was  sealed,  and 
the  congregation,  led  by  the  pastor,  the  trustees,  the  Board  of 
Deacons  and  other  church  officers,  removed  to  the  new  build- 
ing where  the  box  was  placed  in  the  cornerstone  after  a  brief 
message  from  the  pastor.  The  marble  slab  purchased  by  the 
Baraca  Class  was  presented  to  the  church  by  Wesley  Holtz- 
claw,  President  of  the  class,  and  was  put  into  permanent  posi- 
tion by  Rev.  C.  F.  Owen,  who  ordered  the  slab.  The  service 
was  concluded  with  prayer  of  dedication. 

Before  entering  the  new  educational  building,  an  enlarge- 
ment program  was  put  into  effect  and  we  entered  the  new 
building  on  October  15,  1950,  completely  departmentized 
and  almost  completely  graded.  At  that  time  the  Adult  De- 
partment was  divided  according  to  age,  and  two  units  were 
functioning  instead  of  one.  Some  time  later,  about  four  years 
ago  The  Young  Married  People's  Department  was  organized. 

We  now  have  a  department  and  a  class,  equipped  with 
workers  and  supplies  for  all  age  groups  from  birth  to  the  oldest 
of  our  elder  citizens. 
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Continuing  the  outline  of  gains  made  in  our  work  under  the 
able  leadership  of  Rev.  Smith  we  pick  up  item 

11.  Largest  number  of  holders  of  study  course  awards  in  the 
history  of  the  church. 

12.  Movie  Projector  donated  by  the  Business  Women's  Circle 
of  the  W.  M.  U. 

13.  Ordained  Bill  Myers  and  Boyce  White  to  the  ministry. 

14.  Planning  Committee,  composed  of  Dr.  H.  A.  Matthews, 
Edwin  Haynes,  J.  L.  Sprinkle,  Ernest  Messer,  J.  Paul  Murray, 
Mrs.  Noah  Swofford  and  Miss  May  Holtzclaw,  appointed  May 
30,  1954  to  serve  for  five  years. 

15.  February  27,  1955,  church  voted  unanimously  to  build  a 
new  sanctuary. 

16.  Accepted  the  Wells  Plan  for  financing  August  14th,  1955. 

17.  Employment  of  the  Wells  Organization  to  direct  the  fund 
raising  campaign  for  new  building,  September  1955. 

18.  Bids  for  construction  of  new  sanctuary  accepted  February 
3,  1957. 

19.  Ground  for  new  sanctuary  broken  March  10,  1957. 

20.  Brotherhood  which  was  reorganized  in  1954,  took  over 
the  work  of  Royal  Ambassadors  1957. 

21.  Purchase  of  parking  lot  known  as  the  "Owen  Property" 
authorized   October  6,   1957. 

A  Great  Day  in  the  Life  of  a  Great  Church 

March  10,  1957  was  a  great  day  in  the  life  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  when  ground  was  actually  broken  for  the 
building. 

Following  a  brief  sermon  by  the  pastor,  at  which  time  he 
expressed  his  appreciation  of  the  achievement  of  the  Pastors, 
Leaders  and  members  who  organized  and  labored  so  faithfully 
for  more  than  150  years  in  order  that  God  might  be  honored, 
that  men  might  be  saved  and  that  the  message  might  be  carried 
to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth.  He  also  expressed  appreci- 
ation to  all  committees  and  individuals  who  had  had  any  part 
in  planning  and  making  ready  for  this  hour. 
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The  members  of  the  congregation  went  quietly  and  reverently 
to  the  site  of  the  new  building,  on  which  was  a  large  plow 
furnished  by  J.  Leonard  Westmoreland  with  long  ropes  fur- 
nished by  F.  C.  Holland,  the  ropes  representing  the  pastors, 
extending  from  the  plow.  There  was  also  a  rope  for  the  children 
who  were  not  members  of  the  church  in  order  that  they  too 
might  take  part  in  the  "ground  breaking."  Each  rope  was 
given  the  name  of  one  of  the  former  pastors,  as  well  as  the 
present  one  and  was  attached  to  the  plow.  The  members  who 
joined  the  church  during  the  pastorate  of  a  certain  minister, 
were  asked  to  take  hold  of  the  rope  bearing  his  name  and  at 
a  given  signal  were  to  pull  on  the  ropes. 

The  Pastor,  Rev.  H.  L.  Smith,  stood  in  the  center  of  the  cross 
and  Mr.  G.  M.  Trostel,  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee 
held  the  handles  of  the  plow.  A  program  of  dedication  was 
led  by  the  Pastor  as  follows: 

SERVICE  OF  GROUNDBREAKING 
11  O'clock,  March  10,  1957 

Opening  Sentence  and  Invocation  by  the  Pastor 
Hymn:  "Faith  of  Our  Fathers" 

RESPONSIVE  READING: 

Pastor:  Whosoever  heareth  these  sayings  of  mine  and  doeth 
them,  saith  Jesus,  I  will  liken  him  unto  a  wise  man 
who  built  his  house  upon  a  rock. 

People:  And  the  rain  descended,  and  the  floods  came,  and  the 
winds  blew  and  beat  upon  that  house,  and  it  fell  not, 
for  it  was  founded  upon  a  rock. 

Pastor:  And  everyone  who  heareth  these  saysings  of  mine 
and  doeth  them  not,  shall  be  likened  unto  a  foolish 
man,  who  built  his  house  upon  the  sand. 

People:  And  the  rain  descended  and  the  floods  came,  and  the 
winds  blew  and  beat  upon  that  house;  and  it  fell; 
and  great  was  the  fall  of  it. 
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Pastor:    Sow  to  yourselves  in  righteousness,  reap  in  mercy. 

People:  Break  up  your  fallow  ground  for  it  is  time  to  seek 
the  Lord,  'til  he  come  and  rain  righteousness  upon 
you. 

Hymn:  "All  Hail  The  Power" 

Before  We  Break  Ground 

Pastor:  Brethren,  by  divine  grace,  we  are  permitted  this  day 
to  begin  the  erection  of  a  House  of  God.  We  do  so, 
acknowledging  that  the  many  offerings  already 
brought  for  this  work  have  come  from  the  generous 
hand  of  God. 

People:  The  earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  fulness  thereof;  the 
world  and  they  that  dwell  therein. 

Pastor:  This  work  has  been  planned  for  many  years  by  the 
people  of  First  Baptist  Church. 

People:  They  said,  Let  us  rise  up  and  build. 

Pastor:  Except  the  Lord  build  the  house,  they  labor  in  vain 
that  build  it. 

People:  With  faith,  prayer,  unity  and  sacrifice,  we  now  under- 
take to  build  this  house. 

Pastor:  To  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord,  and  by  the  grace  of  his  Holy  Spirit: 

People:  We  break  ground  to  begin  this  building. 

Pastor:  Then  shall  the  spade  be  put  into  the  ground  and  the 
ground  be  broken,  and  shall  know  that  a  good  work 
is  well  begun. 
Breaking  of  Ground  by  Representatives  of  the  Church 

(These  shall  turn  ground  in  a  line  representing  the  arms 
of  the  cross.) 
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Breaking  of  Ground  by  The  Congregation 

(As  directed,  please  take  place  at  rope  designated  for  pastor 
under  whose  pastorate  you  united  with  the  First  Baptist 
Church.  Then  guided  by  the  Pastor  a  furrow  shall  be  turned 
representing  the  upright  of  the  cross.) 
The  Doxology 
The  Benediction 

At  the  close  of  this  part  of  the  program,  the  order  "get  to  the 
ropes  and  go  forward"  was  given,  and  the  ground  was  broken 
by  the  plow. 

Between  three  and  four  hundred  people  participated  in  this 
service  and  all  members  present  pledged  to  pull  together 
throughout  the  building  program. 

Soon  excavation  began,  the  foundation  was  laid  and  the  walls 
went  up,  each  step  of  the  construction  following  in  its  turn  until 
completion. 

While  many  changes  and  additions  have  been  made  that 
would  change  total  cost,  funds  have  been  made  available 
through  "Faith,  Prayer  and  Sacrifice",  the  foundation  stones 
on  which  the  building  program  was  based. 

May  11,  1958  at  the  eleven  o'clock  hour  the  Corner  Stone 
was  placed  in  the  wall  of  the  new  sanctuary.  Usually  in  the 
corner  stone  there  is  placed  important  data  concerning  the 
building.  The  stainless  steel  and  water  proof  box  which  was 
made  to  fit  the  hollow  place  in  the  wall  contains  information 
and  messages  from  the  following: 

1.  The  Pastor  —  Horace  L.  Smith. 

2.  The  Church  Clerk  —  Miss  May  Holtzclaw. 

3.  The  Deacons  —  Wm.  Gordon  Rodgers,  Chairman. 

4.  The  oldest  member  in  point  of  membership  years  —  Mrs. 
Charlie  Harkins  a  member  since  1881.  She  has  been  a 
member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  for  seventy-seven  years. 

5.  The  second  oldest  member  in  point  of  membership  years — 
Mrs.  M.  V.  Shope  a  member  since  1888.  She  has  been  a 
member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  for  70  years. 

6.  There  will  be  others  with  many  years  of  church  member- 
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ship  to  place  messages  in  this  special  box.    Their  names 
will  be  given  at  the  morning  service. 

7.  The  Planning  Committee  —  Dr.  Hugh  A.  Matthews,  Chair- 
man. 

8.  The  Finance  Committee  —  T.  R.  Barnes,  Chairman. 

9.  The  Building  Committee  —  George  M.  Trostel,  Chairman. 

10.  The  Equipment  and  Decorating  Committee  —  Wesley  F. 
Holtzclaw,  Chairman. 

11.  The  Pipe  Organ  Committee  —  P.  G.  Kinken,  Chairman. 

12.  The  Parking  Committee  —  Wilmer  J.  Stevens,  Chairman. 

13.  The  Legal  Committee  —  Walter  C.  Clark,  Chairman. 

14.  The  Landscaping  Committee  —  Steve  Scarborough,  Chair- 
man. 

15.  Important  Church  Bulletins  about  the  Building  —  Mrs.  F. 
C.  Holland. 

16.  A   message   about   the   Ground-breaking   Day   in   March 

1957  J.  Leonard  Westmoreland  and  F.  C.  Holland. 

17.  A  piece  of  stone  from  the  foundation  of  the  first  church 
building  which  was  built  about  the  year  1802 — T.  P.  Owen. 

18.  A  small  piece  of  wood  from  the  Old  Locust  Field  Church 
Building.  The  church  was  at  one  time  called  Locust  Old 
Field  —  William  Hipps. 

19.  The  Trustees  —  G.  M.  Trostel,  P.  V.  Hamrick  and  Frank 
Collins. 

20.  The  Church  Library  —  Miss  Cordelia  Johnson,  Librarian. 

21.  The  Sunday  School  Superintendent  —  L.  L.  Shaver. 

22.  The  Training  Union  Director  —  Harold  L.  Cooper. 

23.  The  Brotherhood  President  —  W.  C.  Clark. 

24.  The  President  of  Woman's  Missionary  Union  —  Mrs.  J. 
Lewis  Duke. 

25.  The  Director  and  President  of  the  Choir  — James  Barlow, 
Frank  Campbell. 

26.  The  Music  Committee  —  Mrs.  Noah  Swofford,  Chairman. 

27.  Any  Department  or  Class  of  the  Sunday  School. 

28.  The  Mayor  of  Canton  —  Bruce  Nanney. 

The   Church   Clerk,   placed   the   various    documents    in   the 
box  which   was   sealed   and   removed   to   the   new   sanctuary, 
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where  it  was  carefully  placed  in  the  cavity  prepared  for  it. 
The  slab,  bearing  date  of  "May  11,  1958"  was  then  cemented 
into  place  by  Emmett  Patton  and  James  Barlow,  members  of 
the   Building   Committee. 

The  Last  Sunday  in  the  Old  Sanctuary 
Sunday,  July  27th,  1958,  we  attended  morning  and  evening 
worship  in  the  old  sanctuary  for  the  last  time,  to  some  there 
was  a  sense  of  sorrow  at  leaving  the  scene  of  other  years  and 
memories  dear  to  the  heart;  to  some  it  was  a  time  of  mixed 
feelings  of  sadness  at  leaving  the  only  place  of  worship  ever 
known  and  yet  joyful  anticipation  of  entering  the  new  build- 
ing. To  all  of  us  there  was  a  sense  of  what  we  believe  to  be 
justifiable  pride  in  the  accomplishment  of  a  great  purpose, 
which  certainly  could  only  have  been  done  under  the  leader- 
ship of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  to  Him  we  give  praise. 

Excerpt  from  the  Church  Bulletin  of  July  31,  1958 

A  WORD  FROM  THE  PASTOR 

On  this  Sunday,  August  3,  1958  as  we  enter  our  New  Sanc- 
tuary I  have  a  feeling  that  each  of  us  are  grateful  to  God  for 
this  achievement. 

As  we  enter  this  building  may  we  do  it  reverently,  prayerfully 
and  in  the  spirit  of  fellowship  and  worship.  Our  prayer  should 
be  that  God  may  be  glorified,  and  the  Christians  edified,  and 
the  lost  brought  to  a  saving  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  as 
Saviour. 

All  of  us  are  grateful  to  any  and  all  who  have  had  any  part 
in  making  this  day  possible.  To  all  committees  and  individuals 
who  have  helped  in  any  way  either  materially  or  spiritually 
we  wish  to  express  our  appreciation. 

To  God  be  the  glory  for  this  He  has  led  in  doing.  May  His 
Kingdom  be  promoted  to  the  ends  of  all  the  earth  from  this 
building.  Truly  we  are  grateful  for  the  past  and  also  for  the 
present  and  are  challenged  for  what  the  future  holds. 

The  First  Sunday  in  the  New  Sanctuary 
It  can  safely  be  said  that  Sunday,  August  3,  1958,  will  go 
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down  in  the  annals  of  the  history  of  Western  North  Carolina 
Baptists  as  one  of  the  mountain  peaks  of  accomplishment  by  the 
Mother  Church  of  all  Baptist  Churches  in  the  Haywood  Baptist 
Association. 

The  attendance,  we  believe,  was  the  largest  single  worship 
service  attendance  ever  held  in  any  church  of  any  denomination 
in  all  of  Western  Carolina  west  of  Asheville. 

The  church  seats  850  people  and  there  were  approximately 
825  present  with  592  in  Sunday  School. 

The  choir  of  30  voices  gave  an  excellent  rendition  of  the 
Anthem  "Open  Our  Eyes"  and  led  the  large  congregation  in 
singing  the  great  old  hymns  "All  Hail  the  Power,"  "To  God 
Be  The  Glory",  and  "  'Tis  So  Sweet",  using  the  Baptist  Hymnal. 

The  morning  prayer  was  given  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Johnson  of 
Ridgecrest,  North  Carolina,  one  of  the  former  pastors  of  the 
church,  and  the  pastor,  Rev.  H.  L.  Smith  preached,  using  as 
the  basis  of  his  sermon  portions  of  the  third  and  fourth  chap- 
ters of  Ephesians,  his  subject  being,  "This  is  the  Day."  Psalms 
118:24.  The  service  was  broadcast  over  WWIT  as  is  the  usual 
procedure  on  the  first  Sunday  of  the  month. 

The  Pastor  recognized  the  consecrated  leadership  of  faithful 
pastors  of  the  past  who  have  gone  on  to  receive  their  reward 
of  "Well  done  thou  good  and  faithful  servant"  and  that  of 
Rev.  J.  R.  Owen,  J.  J.  Johnson  and  Dr.  H.  K.  Masteller  who 
are  still  on  this  side  of  the  Glory  Land. 

Little  did  Humphrey  Posey,  Wm.  Haynes,  C.  B.  Mingus  and 
R.  A.  Sentelle,  and  others  of  the  early  years  of  this  church  dream 
that  the  little  church  they  organized  and  tended  so  faithfully 
would  become  the  great  church  it  is  today.  There  is  little  in 
the  way  of  comparison  of  the  old  log  church  house  which  stood 
at  Locust  Old  Fields  in  1803  and  the  magnificence  of  our  beau- 
tiful building  of  the  present  nor  is  there  much  in  the  way  of 
comparison  of  the  program  of  then  and  now,  but  we  praise  our 
Saviour,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  the  years  have  not  changed 
the  basic  principles  of  the  Articles  of  Faith  given  us  by  our 
Founding  Fathers. 
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SUNDAY,  AUGUST  3,  1958 

fy         %:         $c         $t 

MORNING  WORSHIP  —  Ten  Fifty  Five  O'Clock 

(Broadcast  over  Radio  Station  WWIT) 

Organ  Prelude: — "Arioso"  by  /.  S.  Bach       Mrs.  M.  A.  Harvey 

Chiming  of  The  Hour The  Organist 

Call  to  Worship   The  Choir 

Doxology    Choir  and  Congregation 

(Congregation  Standing) 

Invocation — Gloria  Patri   Choir  and  Congregation 

*  *  *  * 

Organ  Interlude — "Adagio" Hugh  McAmis 

Hymn  of  Praise:  No.  132— "All  Hail 

the  Power"        .  P err onet-H olden 

Morning  Prayer — Rev.  J.  J.  Johnson Choral  Response 

*  *  *  * 

Welcome  to  Visitors 

Hymn  of  Praise  No.  41— "To  God 

Be  the  Glory" Crosby-Doane 

(Congregation  Standing) 
Prayer  of  Dedication 

Organ  Offertory — "Sonatina" Bach 

The  Offering  of  the  Tithe 

Anthem — "Open  Our  Eyes" — MacDonald- 

MacF arlane Chancel  Choir 

Message — "This  Is  The  Day" The  Pastor 

Hymn  of  Invitation:  No.  258— "  Tis  So  Sweet" 

Stead-Kirkpatrick 
Benediction 
Organ  Postlude — "Praise  to  The  Lord, 

The  Almighty" Meander 

(Greeting  of  Friends  and  New  Members) 

*     *     *     * 

THE  CHURCH  IN  STUDY  —  Nine-Forty  A.  M. 
THE  CHURCH  IN  TRAINING  —  Six-Thirty  P.  M. 
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EVENING  WORSHIP 
Seven-Thirty  O'Clock 

Organ  Prelude — "Andantino"    Haydn 

Hymn  No.  95 — "Down  at  the  Cross" Hoffman-Stockton 

Hymn  No.  308— "We're  Marching  to  Zion" Watts-Loivry 

Evening  Prayer 
Welcome  to  Visitors 

Hymn  of  Dedication:  No.  155 — "Jesus  is  All 

the  World  to  Me" ....  Thompson 
(Congregation  Standing) 
Prayer  of  Dedication 

Organ  Offertory — "Over  the  Stars 

There  Is  Rest" Franz  Abt 

The  Offering  of  the  Tithe 

Choral  Worship Choir 

Message — Our  Building  Program  Committees 
Dr.  H.  A.  Matthews,  Presiding 

The  Planning  Committee    .  .  Dr.  Hugh  A.  Matthews,  Chairman 

The  Building  Committee George  M.  Trostel,  Chairman 

The  Parking  Committee Wilmer  Stevens,  Chairman 

The  Organ  Committee Phil  G.  Kinken,  Chairman 

The  Furnishings  Committee .  .  Wesley  F.  Holtzclaw,  Chairman 

The  Finance  Committee T.  R.  Barnes,  Chairman 

A  Challenge— "The  Years  Ahead" 

Hymn  No.  399— "I  Gave  My  Life  for  Thee"       Haver  gal-Bliss 

Benediction 

Organ  Postlude — "Mighty  Fortress  is  Our  God"  Luther 
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COMMITTEES  —  NEW  SANCTUARY 


Planning  Committee: 

Dr.  H.  A.  Matthews,  Chairman 
Edwin  Haynes 
J.  L.  Sprinkle 
Ernest  Messer 
J.  Paul  Murray 
Mrs.  Noah  Swofford 
Miss  May  Holtzclaw 
Charles  Ray  Hemphill 

Finance  Committee: 

J.  R.  Barnes,  Chairman 
Edwin  Haynes 
J.  L.  Duke 
J.  L.  Sprinkle 
Lorenzo  Smathers 
Wesley  Holtzclaw 

Building  Committee: 

G.  M.  Trostel,  Chairman 
Ernest  Messer 


Lon  Goodson 
Emmett  Patton 
Doyce  Cogburn 
James  G.  Barlow 
Miss  May  Holtzclaw 

Furnishings  Committee: 

Wesley  Holtzclaw,  Chairman 
F.  C.  Holland 
Maurice  Brooks 
Howard  Hemphill 
Mrs.  Virginia  James 
Miss  Virginia  Holtzclaw 

Organ  Committee: 

Phil  Kinken,  Chairman 
Morris  Mitchell 
M.  A.  Harvey 
James  G.  Barlow 

Mrs.  Noah  Swofford 
Mrs.  Greek  Waddell 


The  Haywood  Association  met  with  this  church  on  Tuesday, 
August  19th,  1958.  We  reported  a  membership  of  1,027  with 
837  enrolled  in  Sunday  School  —  165  in  Training  Union  — 
230  in  the  W.  M.  U.  and  60  in  the  Brotherhood. 

Of  especial  interest  to  those  who  read  this  book  is  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  life  of  one  of  our  fine  young  women  to  mission 
work,  Miss  Marian  Horton,  who  is  entering  the  New  Orleans 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  this  fall  (1958)  for  mission 
study.  Miss  Horton  is  the  first  young  person  in  the  history 
of  this  church  to  enter  the  mission  field. 
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CHAPTER  XII 

The  Sunday  School 

As  stated  elsewhere,  the  Sunday  School  movement  was 
adopted  at  the  outset  in  1830  by  Locust  Old  Fields  Baptist 
Church,  however,  the  earliest  recorded  history  available  was 
found  in  an  old  record  book  dated  May  1880  and  titled  "Locust 
Field  Sabbath  School." 

J.  F.  Allison  was  elected  Superintendent  in  April  1880  with 
J.  W.  Smathers,  Assistant  Secretary.  The  teachers  listed  are 
as  follows: 

J.  H.  Sutton,  Teacher  First  Testament  Class  with  H.  W.  Fain, 
Assistant  Teacher. 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Mingus,  Teacher  of  the  second  Testament  Class. 

J.  T.  Chambers — male  primary. 

Mrs.  M.  F.  Allison — female  infants. 

L.  N.  Sutherland,  first  infant  class. 

Mrs.  Susan  Pharr,  second  infant  class. 

Mrs.  R.  A.  Sutherland,  third  infant  class. 

We  do  not  know  how  these  classes  compare  with  our  classes 
of  today. 

It  is  quite  interesting  to  note  that  absentees  were  reported 
to  the  Secretary  and  on  April  24th,  1880,  it  was  moved,  and 
carried,  that  "The  International  Lesson  Material  be  adopted 
thereby  making  this  strictly  a  Union  Sabbath  School,  entirely 
free  from  sectarianism  or  prejudice." 

There  was  steady  growth  of  the  Sunday  School  during  the 
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three  years,  1880-1883,  of  which  we  have  record.  However, 
there  is  no  further  written  record  of  the  Sunday  School  work, 
but  in  the  recollection  of  some  of  our  older  members,  there  is 
indication  of  steady  growth  through  the  years.  The  first  enroll- 
ment on  record  being  30,  and  increasing  as  the  years  went  by. 
About  1888  there  were  a  men's  Bible  Class,  a  Bible  Class  for 
women,  one  for  young  women  and  one  for  young  men.  The 
children  were  in  another  class. 

On  moving  into  the  new  sanctuary  (1915),  provision  was 
made  for  nine  classes.  Later  as  our  Sunday  School  grew  and 
under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  R.  C.  Campbell,  who  was  pastor 
1922-1925  and  who  was  responsible  for  departmentizing  the 
school,  it  became  necessary  to  add  the  large  room  over  the 
entrance  of  the  auditorium  and  to  use  the  vestibules  of  the 
church. 

Dr.  Campbell  organized  a  class  for  men  in  the  down  town 
area,  using  the  theatre  for  a  meeting  place.  Later  this  class 
was  combined  with  the  class  for  young  men  at  the  church  and 
for  a  time  this  large  men's  class  met  in  the  old  Canton  Academy 
Building. 

Dr.  Campbell  was  also  responsible  for  installing  the  six  point 
record  system  and  for  sponsoring  and  teaching  the  first  study 
course  in  the  Sunday  School  Manual. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  A.  V.  Joyner,  study  courses, 
both  for  Sunday  School  and  for  Training  Union  were  taught 
each  year,  one  for  Sunday  School  in  the  fall  and  one  for  the 
Training  Union  in  the  spring  of  the  year. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Masteller  and  Rev.  R.  A.  Kelly 
our  study  course  program  in  all  departments  of  our  work  was 
stepped  up. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  period  of  1940-1954  it 
was  found  that  there  had  been  1,502  awards  given  for  Sunday 
School  study  courses  alone.  In  1955  there  were  167  issued; 
1956,  125;  1957,  121  and  in  1958  to  date  77  —  a  total  of 
1,992.  Forty-one  workers  hold  the  Workers'  Diploma;  twenty 
hold  the  Advanced  Diploma;  fourteen  hold  the  Master  Diploma 
and  three  have  been  given  Citation  Awards,  making  a  total  of 
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seventy-eight  workers  who  have  finished  the  books  required  in 
each  of  these  sections.  This  is  certainly  evidence  of  the  fine 
teamwork  of  pastors,  general  superintendents  and  workers  dur- 
ing the  past  eighteen  years. 

Not  until  we  moved  into  our  Educational  Building  October 
1st,  1950,  were  we  able  to  have  a  Nursery  as  such.  We  now 
have  a  Nursery  Department  with  four  divisions.  Since  enter- 
ing the  Educational  Building,  we  have  had  increase  in  Beginner 
Department  although  we  still  have  only  one  department  due  to 
lack  of  space;  two  Primary  Departments;  one  Junior  Depart- 
ment; one  Intermediate  Deparmtent;  two  Young  People's  De- 
partments (one  for  single  young  people  and  one  for  married 
young  people).  The  married  young  people's  department  was 
organized  about  four  years  ago.  Two  Adult  Departments  with 
five  classes  each. 

A  Workers'  Conference  has  been  active  for  many  years  meet- 
ing on  the  Monday  night  following  the  first  Sunday  of  the 
month,  with  dinner  meetings  held  quarterly.  The  attendance 
ranges  from  15  to  85. 

The  school  is  now  fully  departmentized,  although  not  fully 
graded,  but  there  is  great  need  for  expansion  in  most  of  our 
departments. 

It  is  regretable  that  we  do  not  have  a  complete  list  of  Sunday 
School  Superintendents,  however,  the  names  of  those  mentioned 
earlier  together  with  L.  N.  Pinner,  W.  T.  Sharp,  G.  W.  Phillips, 
L.  R.  Lovelace,  R.  C.  Looper,  J.  F.  Moody,  J.  J.  Fretwell,  L.  J. 
Blackwell,  J.  P.  Murray,  B.  A.  Horton,  Edwin  Haynes  and  the 
present  incumbent,  L.  L.  Shaver,  are  outstanding. 

While  women  have  never  been  actually  elected  to  the  job  of 
Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Miss  May  Holtzclaw  and  Miss 
Virginia  Holtzclaw,  both  of  whom  have  been  elected  Associate 
Superintendent,  have  served  in  the  capacity  of  Superintendent 
almost  continuously  during  office  due  to  indifference  to  the 
work,  temporary  absences,  shift  work,  etc.,  on  the  part  of  the 
Superintendent  then  in  office. 

For  several  years  our  Superintendent,  L.  L.  Shaver  has  been 
anxious  to  have  the  school  become  a  Standard  School,  and  while 
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we  have  not  yet  attained  this  goal,  some  classes  and  depart- 
ments have  reached  and  held  the  Standard. 

The  Pheaean  Class  —  November  1951,  1952  and  1955. 

The  Esther  Class  (now  disbanded)  November  1955. 

Both  of  these  classes  in  Adult  Department  No.  2. 

In  the  Intermediate  Department  all,  with  the  exception  of 
one  class  were  standard  for  January  1956  which  gave  us  a 
Standard  Intermediate  Department. 

The  high  attendance  records  are  as  follows: 

Third  Sunday  in  October  1950,  the  first  Sunday  in  our 
new  building  there  were  498  present.  March  1956,  the  record 
attendance  for  one  month  to  date  577  per  Sunday.  April  1956, 
highest  attendance  to  date  for  one  Sunday  (Easter)  679.  The 
year  1956  showed  an  average  attendance  per  month  for  entire 
year  of  501  per  Sunday. 

The  following  chart  gives  some  idea  of  the  growth  of  our 
Sunday  School  during  the  past  ten  years: 

Sunday  School  Enrollment  and  Attendance 
Annually 


S.  S.  Year 
1947-1948 

1948-1949 

1949-1950 
1950-1951 
1951-1952 
1952-1953 
1953-1954 
1954-1955 
1955-1956 
1956-1957 
1957-1958 


Average 

Enrolled  1st 

Attendance 

Sunday  in 

Oct. 

Per  Sunday 

580 

298 

242*  9  mos. 

663 

337 

356*  9  mos. 

641 

328 

645 

380 

700 

418 

779 

413 

759 

449 

764 

487 

787 

501 

111 

478 

US 

447  thru  July 
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CHAPTER  XIII 

The    Woman's  Missionary    Union 

In  1907,  a  little  village  of  probably  not  more  than  a  thousand 
inhabitants  nestled  in  the  hills  of  Western  Carolina  with  only 
two  small  churches,  what  are  now  known  as  the  First  Baptist 
Church  and  the  Central  Methodist  Church,  to  serve  the  com- 
munity. The  Baptist  Church,  then  known  as  "Locust  Field" 
stood  as  a  light  upon  a  hill  with  her  spire  reaching  heaven- 
ward. It  was  there,  on  a  peaceful  sunny  June  afternoon  that  a 
group  of  fourteen  women  met  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a 
missionary  society.  The  idea  was  new  to  most  of  them,  but 
they  were  anxious  to  help  send  the  gospel  to  a  lost  world. 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Phillips  was  elected  President  with  Mrs.  John 
Holtzclaw,  Vice  President,  Mrs.  T.  L.  Brown,  wife  of  the  Pastor, 
Secretary,  and  Mrs.  J.  Z.  Smathers,  Treasurer.  The  close  of  the 
first  year  showed  a  total  contribution  of  $30.10  to  Home,  State 
and  Foreign  Missions.  Not  discouraged  with  the  smallness  of 
their  number  nor  the  offerings  made,  the  second  year's  work 
was  begun  with  sixteen  members  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs. 
John  Holtzclaw,  President,  Mrs.  R.  D.  McDowell,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, retaining  the  same  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

It  seems  always  to  have  been  true  in  our  Church  that  the 
women  shouldered  a  large  part  of  the  burden.  In  1908  the 
Missionary  Society  raised  money  for  the  purpose  of  painting 
the  parsonage.   It  was  decided  at  their  October  meeting  that  the 
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members  would  pay  10^  per  month  dues.  The  Secretary  wrote 
into  the  minutes  "In  1909,  our  membership  began  to  grow, 
as  did  also  our  collections."  In  1909  the  women  underpinned 
the  parsonage  and  in  1910,  $18.50  was  paid  by  the  Society 
for  putting  water  in  the  parsonage. 

The  records  show  that  January  10,  1911,  the  Treasurer 
reported  $29.20  which  was  to  be  put  into  the  bank  as  a  nest 
egg  for  the  new  church  fund.  It  was  also  in  1911  that  the 
associational  vice  president  was  appointed  to  visit  societies 
and  encourage  them  in  their  work.  The  records  indicate  for  the 
first  time  that  special  weeks  of  prayer  were  held.  It  was  in 
this  year  that  the  first  Sunbeam  Band  was  organized.  In  July 
a  voluntary  offering  of  $23.50  was  made  with  which  the 
parsonage  was  screened.  In  November  of  the  same  year  a  box 
valued  at  $26.00  was  packed  and  sent  to  the  Thomasville 
Orphanage.  On  December  15  the  Associational  Vice  Presi- 
dent gave  a  very  encouraging  report  of  the  work  of  our  society, 
saying  it  was  the  banner  society  in  the  Association. 

In  July,  1912  first  mention  is  made  of  a  Mission  Study  class, 
which  was  later  organized  by  the  Pastor,  J.  R.  Owen. 

We  see  the  continued  progress  of  the  work  in  the  enlarged 
activities  and  the  increase  in  contributions  made  to  Louisville 
Training  School,  Haywood  Institute,  Home,  State,  and  Foreign 
Missions.  The  work  during  the  year  of  1915  showed  one  out- 
standing activity  for  local  work.  This  little  band  of  women 
purchased  and  installed  the  pews  in  the  new  church. 

"The  lengthening  of  the  cord  and  the  strengthening  of  the 
stakes"  is  surely  seen  in  the  work  during  the  years  of  1914- 
1915.  Membership  increased  and  in  1916,  we  find  the  first 
Personal  Service  Committee  appointed. 

The  record  is  not  clear,  but  we  think  that  it  was  during 
1911  or  1912  that  the  first  Y.  W.  A.  was  organized. 

At  the  February  meeting  in  1919,  $81.80  was  reported  for 
missions  and  it  was  in  this  year  that  the  pastor  led  the 
women  to  see  "Woman's  part  in  the  Seventy  Five  Mil- 
lion Campaign."  The  years  of  1920  and  1921  showed  con- 
tinued progress.    In  1921,  fourteen  years  after  its  organiza- 
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tion,  the  Society  was  assuming  its  full  responsibility  for  the 
support  of  our  entire  program  of  work  and  were  contributing 
to  State,  Home  and  Foreign  Missions,  Christian  Education,  the 
Orphanage,  Hospitals  and  Ministerial  Relief. 

There  is  a  break  in  the  record  of  the  work  of  our  Society 
from  1921  to  1930,  the  minute  books  having  been  misplaced, 
but  it  was  during  this  period  that  the  Society  realized  the 
necessity  for  training  the  young  people  in  the  missionary  pro- 
gram and  the  Girls'  Auxiliary  and  the  Royal  Ambassador 
groups  were  organized.  In  the  January  1930  record,  the  state- 
ment is  made  "Treasurer's  report  showed  a  splendid  work  done 
by  the  Society  for  1929. 

The  membership  had  now  grown  to  49  and  it  was  in  1930 
that  the  women  remodeled  the  baptistry  at  a  cost  of  $178.00. 
Interest  in  the  work  of  the  Society  continued  to  grow,  new 
members  were  received,  and  all  phases  of  the  work  went  forward 
in  a  great  way.  In  1931,  a  new  organization,  the  Business 
Women's  Circle,  was  formed.  The  Society  now  had  all  of  its 
auxiliaries  and  three  circles.  At  the  close  of  the  year  this 
notation  is  found  "All  dues  not  used  for  local  work  were  used 
to  apply  on  State  objects  given  to  each  quarter."  Our  apportion- 
ment for  the  year  was  $660.00.  We  reached  our  apportion- 
ment, also  the  Standard  of  Excellence  and  are  A-l.  All  reports 
went  in  on  time  to  State  Officers.  A  grand  total  of  $1,193.74 
was  reported  for  all  work  of  the  Society  for  1931.  Mrs.  J.  R. 
Thomason  was  President  for  this  year. 

In  1932,  the  work  went  forward  under  the  leadership  of 
Mrs.  R.  D.  Suttenfield.  Pulpit  chairs  were  purchased  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Church  by  the  Society.  It  is  also  noted  from  the 
record  "that  motion  was  made  to  pay  half  the  bank  note  pro- 
vided the  men  of  the  Church  paid  the  other  half."  The  Society 
used  all  dues  not  needed  for  local  work  on  State  Mission 
objects,  reached  all  points  on  the  Standard  of  Excellence  and 
were  A-l.   Total  offerings  for  the  year  to  all  objects  $754.45. 

Mrs.  G.  M.  Trostel  served  as  President  during  1933.  The 
first  delegates  to  the  W.  M.  U.  Convention  were  appointed, 
the  dates   for  circle   and  general  meetings  were  changed  in 
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April,  1933,  the  circles  to  meet  on  the  first  Thursday  of  the 
month  and  the  General  Meeting  to  be  held  on  the  third  Thurs- 
day of  each  month.  A  new  phase  of  work,  that  of  helping 
the  colored  W.  M.  S.  was  begun.  The  minutes  of  this  meeting 
closed  with  these  words,  "we  had  the  missionary  society  of  the 
colored  Baptist  Church  as  visitors."  The  Associational  meeting 
was  held  in  Canton  with  the  Canton  Society  as  hostess.  It  was 
in  1933  that  the  last  "Turkey  Supper"  was  given.  By  the  end 
of  1933,  the  Society  had  increased  its  membership  from  49 
to  67  and  the  record  for  the  year  closed  in  this  manner  —  "At 
the  end  of  the  year  we  have  observed  the  seasons  of  prayer 
for  State,  Home  and  Foreign  missions,  held  two  mission  study 
classes,  had  organized  personal  service  work,  attendance  aver- 
age of  one-half  of  membership,  had  twelve  regular  meetings, 
failed  to  reach  two  points  on  Standard  of  Excellence,  (did  not 
reach  apportionment  and  did  not  have  subscriptions  to  one 
periodical  and  the  Biblical  Recorder  in  one-third  of  the  fami- 
lies). Total  offerings  $397.37. 

In  1934,  Mrs.  Trostel  was  again  elected  President,  and  it 
was  agreed  this  year  to  have  one  meeting  each  quarter  in  the 
evening  with  all  circles  present.  A  gift  of  $5.00  was  made  for 
the  Associational  work.  The  young  people's  work  had  grown 
to  such  an  extent  that  by  the  end  of  1934  there  were  two 
Y.  W.  A.'s,  two  G.  A.'s  and  two  Sunbeam  bands.  The  annual 
report  showed  that  the  Society  had  had  twelve  regular  meetings, 
45  active  members,  and  had  observed  the  seasons  of  prayer 
for  State,  Home  and  Foreign  missions,  sent  gifts  according  to 
State  plan,  held  four  mission  study  classes,  organized  Personal 
Service,  failed  to  reach  4  points  on  the  Standard  of  Excellence 
(did  not  reach  apportionment,  did  not  have  subscription  to  one 
of  our  periodicals  and  Biblical  Recorder  in  one-third  of  our 
families,  did  not  have  10%  increase  in  membership  —  did 
not  average  one-half  of  active  membership  attendance).  Total 
of  all  objects  $401.15. 

The  work  in  1935  started  off  with  Mrs.  E.  C.  Horton,  Presi- 
dent, who  made  three  recommendations: 

1.    Buy  year  books. 
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2,  Revise  Constitution. 

3.  Goal  of  $85.00  for  each  of  the  day  circles.  The  amount 
for  the  Business  Girls  to  be  decided  on  later.  This  money  to 
be  turned  over  to  the  Society  monthly  or  quarterly.  Recom- 
mendation accepted.  Mrs.  Hoey  and  her  Committee  were  given 
a  rising  vote  of  thanks  for  the  year  books. 

An  amendment  to  the  Constitution  to  the  effect  that  every 
woman,  by  reason  of  her  membership  in  the  Church,  shall  be 
a  member  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society.  In  July  of  this 
year,  the  W.  M.  S.  paid  $245.00  for  painting  the  Church.  In 
August,  the  Society  voted  to  pay  half  the  expense  of  a  student 
at  Acadia.  The  attendance  at  the  general  meetings  now  averaged 
around  40  and  the  Society  had  grown  so  large  it  was  thought 
wise  to  create  two  additional  circles  —  one  night  circle  and 
another  day  circle.  There  were  58  subscriptions  to  periodicals. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  five  circles.  The  total  amount 
of  money  for  the  year  to  all  missions  and  local  objects  amount 
to  $1,103.37. 

The  annual  report  showed  12  meetings  —  had  observed  the 
seasons  of  prayer  for  Home,  State  and  Foreign  Missions  — 
reports  sent  to  State  Officers  on  time  —  four  study  classes.  All 
points  on  the  Standard  were  reached. 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Horton  was  elected  President  for  a  second  term. 
It  was  in  1936  that  the  Society  took  its  first  membership  in  the 
100,000  Club.  At  the  beginning  of  1936  there  were  89  mem- 
bers on  roll,  at  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  118,  of  this 
number  25  were  tithers  and  52  supported  the  cooperative  pro- 
gram.   Total  money  given  for  all  objects  $1,345.34. 

Mrs.  Horton  was  elected  President  for  the  third  year  and  it 
was  recommended  and  accepted  that  the: 

1.  Society  would  not  pay  more  than  $3.00  for  flowers  for 
deceased  members,  this  applying  also  to  fathers,  mothers,  hus- 
band and,  or,  children  of  members. 

2.  That  each  circle  give  $20.00  to  general  fund  for  local 
work,  giving  $5.00  each  quarter  and  that  the  W.  M.  S.  set 
$1,000.00  as  their  aim  for  1937  for  the  building  fund. 
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3.    That  we  take  two  memberships  in  the  100,000  Club. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  reported  that  there  were  21 
tithers  and  57  giving  to  the  cooperative  program.  Six  mission 
study  classes  were  held.   Total  gifts  for  all  work  $1,710.89. 

Mrs.  F.  C.  Holland  was  elected  President  for  1938.  The 
recommendations  for  the  year: 

1.  Financial  goal  for  the  year  $100.00  per  circle  to  be 
applied  to  building  fund. 

2.  Invest  building  fund  money  in  Canton  Building  and  Loan 
Association. 

3.  Not  to  entertain  District  meeting  because  of  insufficient 
facilities. 

4.  Each  circle  to  have  one  membership  in  the  100,000  Club. 
The  year  showed  money  received  for  building  fund  $574.35, 

Missions  and  local  work  $536.20,  making  a  total  for  the  year 
of  $1,110.55.  Twelve  mission  study  classes  were  held  and 
all  points  on  the  Standard  were  reached.  $700.00  was  taken 
from  the  building  fund  to  pay  toward  the  purchase  of  lot  for 
Educational  Building. 

Mrs.  F.  C.  Holland  was  elected  President  for  the  second  time 
in  succession  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  of  1939  the  member- 
ship of  the  Society  had  grown  to  164.  All  points  on  the  Standard 
of  Excellence  had  been  reached  except  two  —  one  of  which  was 
failure  to  reach  5%  increase  in  Cooperative  Program  gifts. 
During  this  year,  additional  trays  and  glasses  for  the  Com- 
munion Service  were  purchased.  Total  receipts  for  all  objects 
$1,425.96  —  Missions  $353.05,  Local  $158.96,  Building  Fund 
$914.00.  The  goal  set  for  the  year  was  $1,000.00  for  the  Build- 
ing Fund.  This  year,  we  had  six  memberships  in  the  100,000 
Club. 

Mrs.  L.  M.  White  was  elected  President  for  1940.  The 
Society  carried  eight  memberships  in  the  100,000  Club,  reached 
all  points  on  the  Standard  of  Excellence  except  #2  and  #9 — 
failed  to  make  10%  increase  in  membership  and  one-third 
average  attendance  at  program  meetings.  Money  received  for 
local  work  $163.86  —  Missions  $261.70  —  Building  Fund 
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$108.85  —  Cooperative  Program  $1,992.91.  This  year,  we 
had  seven  circles.  The  reason  for  the  building  fund  being  so 
small  was  because  of  the  Pastor's  desire  that  all  contribu- 
tions to  that  portion  of  our  work  be  made  through  the  regular 
church  envelope. 

The  new  year  of  1941  started  off  under  the  guidance  of 
Mrs.  L.  M.  White  in  her  second  year's  incumbency  and  fine 
work  for  the  year  reported.  Total  money  reported  for  the 
Cooperative  Program,  Missions,  etc.,  $1,522,83,  Local  Work 
$126.98.  Building  and  Loan  stock  had  now  reached  $1,400.00, 
leaving  a  balance  in  the  building  fund  of  $66.83. 

Mrs.  Maurice  Brooks  was  elected  President  for  1942  and 
the  Society  had  now  grown  so  large  there  were  eight  circles 
to  start  off  the  new  year.  The  total  number  now  on  roll  149, 
22  memberships  in  100,000  Club.  Ten  new  tithers  were  added 
to  the  list  and  the  Society  reached  all  points  on  the  Standard 
of  Excellence.  Total  receipts  for  local  work  $187.00,  Build- 
ing Fund  $134.56,  including  balance  on  hand  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year.  Another  bond  was  purchased  which  brought  bond 
purchase  up  to  $1,500.00,  the  money  for  the  building  fund 
having  been  withdrawn  from  the  Building  and  Loan  Association 
and  used  for  the  purchase  of  War  Bonds.  Total  receipts  for 
missions  $356.10,  cooperative  program  $1,329.17,  100,000 
Club  $263.20,  a  total  of  $1,948.47. 

Mrs.  Maurice  Brooks  was  again  elected  President  to  succeed 
herself  in  1943  and  the  Society  showed  a  steady  growth  all 
through  the  year.  All  points  on  the  Standard  of  Excellence 
were  reached  except  two,  one  of  which  was  that  of  attendance 
at  the  general  meetings.  There  were  13  new  tithers  added  to  the 
list.  During  1943,  thirty-six  memberships  were  carried  in  the 
100,000  Club  and  the  largest  offerings  made  in  the  history  of 
the  Society  for  any  one  year  were  made  during  1943  —  to 
cooperative  program  $1,627.40,  for  local  work  $263.79  and 
for  missions  $785.63,  making  a  total  of  $2,726.82.  The  Society 
gave  $25.00  towards  the  purchase  of  a  car  for  our  Haywood 
County  Associational  Missionary,  Miss  Lewis. 

For  the  six  months  of  1944,  under  the  leadership  of  our 
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President,  Mrs.  F.  C.  Holland,  the  work  made  even  greater 
progress  than  at  any  other  time.  We  had  six  circles,  one 
Y.  W.  A.,  two  Royal  Ambassador  groups,  four  Girls'  Auxiliary 
groups  and  two  Sunbeam  Bands.  We  had  53  tithers  and  in 
April  the  records  show  29j/2  memberships  in  the  100,000  Club. 

Summary  of  our  W.  M.  U.  Work  Since  1944 

1944-49 — Books  misplaced. 

1946 — Mission  offering  $607.64.  Presidents  of  these  years: 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Powell,  Mrs.  L.  M.  White  and  Mrs.  Smiley  Carver. 
Recognized  3  charter  members  in  society  meeting. 

1949— President  Mrs.  W.  G.  Cole.  Membership  110  —  6 
circles  —  89  tithers.  First  noted  that  our  officers  were  attend- 
ing Leadership  conferences  at  Fruitland.  Mission  School  was 
held  for  6  nights.  Kitchen  supplies  and  equipment  begun.  Of- 
ferings: Annie  Armstrong  $150.64,  State  $58.40,  Heck-Jones 
$40.00,  Lottie  Moon  $217.00,  Thanksgiving  $30.00,  Coopera- 
tive Program  $1,444.90. 

1950 — $1,600.00  in  bonds  turned  over  to  church  building 
fund.  World  Relief  offerings  started.  Society  A-l  on  Standard 
of  Excellence. 

1951 — Mrs.  Carey  Smathers,  President.  Morning  circles  in- 
troduced. (Local  year  books  a  part  of  society).  W.  M.  U. 
Associational  Meeting  held  here.  Continued  serving  Bible 
School  refreshments.   Year  changed  to  begin  October  1st. 

1951-52— Mrs.  L.  M.  White,  President.  Kitchen  Fund  be- 
came Advance  Fund.  Drapery  bought  for  baptistry  and  choir 
railing.  Mrs.  Gordon  Maddrey,  N.  C.  State  W.  M.  U.  Presi- 
dent, visited  in  August.  Greater  number  of  women  reported 
reading  Mission  books. 

1952-53 — Mrs.  B.  A.  Horton,  President.  Entertained  Divi- 
sional Meeting. 

1953-54 — Nursery  for  general  meeting  started.  Circles  started 
serving  Brotherhood  suppers.  Help  for  negro  Daily  Vacation 
Bible  School,  first  mentioned.  $100.00  to  Washington  State 
church.    39  was  average  attendance. 
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1954-55 — Mrs.  Noah  Swofford,  President.  Revised  consti- 
tution. 10  circles  (4  new).  Honored  Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.  L. 
Smith  on  8th  anniversary.  Started  buying  3  Mission  study 
books  for  each  circle.  Enlistment  tea  during  Focus  week. 
Meeting  hour  changed  to  2  P.M.  Advance  Fund  changed  to 
Building  Fund.  Average  attendance  60.  105  tithers.  A-l 
Society. 

1955-56 — Mrs.  Swofford,  President.  Intercessary  Prayer 
League  formed.  "Young  People's  Leader"  will  be  "Youth 
Director."  Society  voted  to  furnish  prayer  circle  members 
with  Royal  Service  as  needed.  9  o'clock  prayer  hour  observed 
by  members.  Average  attendance  for  year  57.  Studying  3 
Mission  books  a  year.  Life-time  memberships  given  to:  Mrs. 
T.  P.  Owen,  Mrs.  John  Holtzclaw  and  Mrs.  U.  G.  Snyder. 
$1,926.07  total  Mission  giving.  $800.00  for  Lottie  Moon 
Foreign  Missions.  157  on  roll.  Recognized  service  of  Mrs. 
G.  W.  Phillips  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Horton.  Love  gift  to  Rev. 
Goodwin  family  going  to  Korea. 

1956-57 — Mrs.  J.  L.  Duke,  President.  "Aims  for  Advance- 
ment" replaced  "Standard  of  Excellence."  "Round  Table" 
Mission  reading  begun  for  first  time.  Year  books  dedicated 
to  Mrs.  Holtzclaw  and  Mrs.  Phillips  first  officers.  50th  Anni- 
versary celebrated  during  Focus  Week  in  February.  Sunday — 
Vesper  service — Mrs.  W.  K.  McGee,  State  Pres.  speaker.  Re- 
ception for  entire  church.    Past  Presidents  in  receiving  line. 

Monday — Officers  breakfast  for  Mrs.  McGee. 
Monday- Wednesday — School  of  Missions. 
Wednesday — Covered  dish  church  supper. 
Thursday — Circle  Meetings. 
Friday — Day  of  Prayer. 

Beautiful  exhibits  as  to  phases  of  Mission  work.  Regional 
meeting  combined  with  Leadership  Conference.  Offerings: 
Annie  Armstrong  $400.00,  Lottie  Moon  $933.52,  Heck-Jones 
$172.37  —  Total  year  disbursements  $2,609.50.  100%  giving 
through  Cooperative  Program.   100%  reading  Mission  book  — 
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Honor  Society  W.  M.  S.    Qualified  for  recognition  on  Mission 
study  achievement  chart.   Brotherhood  takes  over  R.  A.  leader- 
ship.   Y.  W.  A.'s  and  G.  A.'s  making  a  splendid  record  — 
Approved  groups  1956-57.    2  Sunbeams  well  organized  and 
working  —  Approved  Sunbeam  1956-57. 

1957-58 — Mrs.  Duke,  President.  Through  State  office,  mem- 
bers of  W.  M.  S.  classed  as:  Regular  members,  Members-in- 
Service  (youth  workers),  Extension  members,  Business  Woman's 
Circle  listed  as  regular  circle.  General  meeting  time  changed 
to  night  —  (so  all  can  come).  New  youth  officers  introduced — 
Now  instead  of  one  Youth  Director  have  3 — namely:  Sunbeam 
Band  Director,  GA  Director,  and  YWA  Director. 

Each  Circle  sponsored  a  Margaret  Fund  student. 

We  find  our  church  librarian  very  cooperative  in  supplying 
books  to  read  in  connection  with  our  Mission  studies. 

Society  letter  placed  in  church  cornerstone.  Society  secures 
cottage  at  Ridgecrest  for  officer  attendance  to  W.  M.  U.  week 
in  August. 

Society  scrapbook  of  Anniversary  year  prepared.  By-laws 
changed  to  conform  with  State  changes. 

Offerings:  Annie  Armstrong  $435,96,  Lottie  Moon  $1,038.75, 
Heck-Jones  $216.87. 

We  owe  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  to  that  little  band  of 
women,  who  fifty  years  ago  got  a  vision  of  the  magni- 
tude of  woman's  place  in  extending  the  Kingdom  to  the  utter- 
most parts  of  the  earth.  The  way  has  been  long,  and  sometimes 
difficult  but  never,  since  its  organization,  has  our  Society 
faltered  in  its  determination  to  press  forward  toward  the  mark 
of  the  high  calling  of  Christ  Jesus. 


68 


CHAPTER  XIV 

The    Training    Union 

In  the  early  days  of  Training  Union  work,  the  organization 
in  this  church  (as  elsewhere)  was  confined  entirely  to  the 
young  people  and  was  known  only  as  Baptist  Young  People's 
Union  (B.Y.P.U.) 

We  have  no  record  of  the  officers,  but  the  work  was  first 
begun  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  J.  R.  Owen,  and  was  spon- 
sored by  Mrs.  J.  R.  Owen.  Mr.  G.  W.  Phillips,  who  was  greatly 
interested  in  the  youth  of  the  church,  was  also  influential  in 
getting  the  organization  under  way  and  gave  encouragement 
and  help  in  many  ways. 

About  the  time  Dr.  Campbell  left  and  Rev.  Joyner  came  to 
us,  Miss  May  Holtzclaw  was  President  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  U.  when  a 
group  of  Intermediate  boys  and  girls  asked  her  if  they  might 
have  a  Union.  The  younger  group  was  organized  and  on  the 
arrival  of  Rev.  Joyner  the  Juniors  were  also  clamoring  for  a 
Union.  On  recommendation  of  Rev.  Joyner,  Miss  May  Holtzclaw 
was  elected  Director  and  the  three  groups,  Junior,  Intermediate 
and  Young  People,  still  known  as  the  B.  Y.  P.  U.  were  in  full 
operation.  It  is  regrettable  that  we  are  unable  to  give  the  names 
of  the  leaders,  however,  we  can  give  the  names  of  Directors 
which  are  as  follows: 

1925-1929  Miss  May  Holtzclaw;   1930-  Mrs.  J.  F.  Moody; 
1931  G.  W.  Knabb;  1932-1940  Miss  May  Holtzclaw;  1940- 
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1941  Mrs.  Katherine  Dunavant  (Whitted) ;  1942  R.  C.  Looper; 
1943  Miss  Cordelia  Johnson;  1944  Mrs.  H.  K.  Masteller; 
1944-1945  Miss  Rachael  Lovelace  (Mitchell) ;  1945-1946  Mrs. 
Katherine  Dunavent  (Whitted);  1946-1947  Mrs.  R.  A.  Kelly; 
1947-1951  Miss  May  Holtzclaw;  1952  Ernest  Messer;  1953- 
1956  David  Wright;  1957-1958  Harold  Cooper. 

We  organized  the  first  Adult  Union  (B.  A.  U.)  in  1936 
and  adopted  the  name  "Training  Union"  instead  of  B.  Y.  P.  U. 
Our  adult  union  started  off  with  twelve  members  and  in  1941 
another  adult  union  for  younger  group  of  adults  was  organized 
which  gave  us  two  adult  unions,  one  young  people's  union,  two 
intermediate  unions  and  two  junior  unions  and  one  Story  Hour, 
with  total  enrollment  of  112  and  five  departments.  In  1953, 
the  Story  Hour  was  broken  down  into  nursery,  beginners  and 
primaries,  a  total  of  eight  departments  with  167  now  enrolled. 
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CHAPTER  XV 
The    Choir 


The  choir  was  organized  many  years  before  the  church  was 
moved  to  its  present  site.  Probably  the  first  organist  was  Mrs. 
J.  F.  Jackson,  whose  brother  W.  A.  Holtzclaw  was  first  choir 
director  (or  song  leader).  Mrs.  Will  Anderson,  who  not  only 
played  the  organ,  but  having  a  fine  voice  led  the  choir  as  she 
played.  Later,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  W.  Phillips  returned  to  Canton 
after  an  absence  of  a  year  or  so,  and  the  church  asked  Mrs. 
Phillips  to  play  and  Mr.  Phillips  to  direct  the  choir.  For  some 
years  after  moving  to  the  sanctuary  down  town,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Phillips   served    in   this   capacity. 

When  the  pipe  organ  was  installed,  at  Mrs.  Phillips'  request 
another  organist  was  secured  and  while  they  may  not  be 
given  in  the  order  in  which  they  served  the  following  have  given 
of  their  talent  in  this  way: 

Mrs.  Olis  Anderson,  Miss  Janice  Smathers,  Mrs.  Katherine 
Sorrells,  Miss  Mary  Louise  Cannon  (Cowart),  Miss  Lassena 
Clark,  Dan  Cook,  J.  B.  Rhea,  Miss  May  Marshbanks  and  Mrs. 
M.  A.  Harvey. 

Choir  directors:  Mrs.  Christine  Mahler,  Mrs.  Hugh  Mease, 
N.  C.  Carter,  Miss  May  Marshbanks,  John  Wood,  Carl  Manley, 
and  Jack  Medford.  During  the  intervals  when  there  was  no 
choir  director  or  minister  of  music  some  member  of  the  choir 
has  been  responsible  for  holding  the  choir  intact. 
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CHAPTER  XVI 

The   Brotherhood 


January  6,  1930,  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  A.  V.  Joyner, 
plans  for  organizing  a  Brotherhood  were  made.  The  organiza- 
tion was  perfected  in  March  of  1930  and  was  active  for  a  few 
years.  We  regret  that  there  is  no  record  of  the  names  of  mem- 
bers nor  the  officers  who  served  the  organization,  however,  we 
do  have  record  that  G.  C.  Pegram  was  president  in  1932.  Due 
to  the  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  the  men  of  the  church,  the 
organization  became  dormant.  Again  in  1939,  during  the 
pastorate  of  of  Dr.  H.  K.  Masteller,  the  Brotherhood  was 
revived,  but  after  a  time,  interest  lagged  and  the  organization 
disbanded.  We  have  record  of  two  of  the  presidents,  namely 
J.  L.  Jones  1939,  and  J.  P.  Murray  1941. 

The  present  Brotherhood  was  organized  in  1954  with  Phil 
Kinken  serving  as  President  in  1954  and  1955.  W.  J.  Stevens 
1956  and  W.  W.  Cooper  in  1957. 
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CHAPTER  XVII 


Church    Officers 


L.  N.  Pinner 


R.  E.  Osborne 
L.  N.  Pinner 
W.  A.  Shope 


L.  L.  Pinner 
W.  A.  Shope 


L.  N.  Pinner 
E.  B.  Denton 
J.  Z.  Smathers 


Trustees 

1889 

W.  M.  Johnson 

1896 

S.  S.  Westmoreland 

W.  M.  Johnson 

1907 

W.  T.  Sharp 
W.  M.  Johnson 

1912 

W.  T.  Sharp 
W.  S.  Moore 
W.  M.  Johnson 
W.  J.  Holland 
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1915 


W.  T.  Sharp 
W.  S.  Moore 

1919 

L.  N.  Pinner 
J.  Z.  Smathers 

W.  S.  Moore 
G.  W.  Phillips 

C.  W.  Smathers 
1924 

W.  G.  Cole 

L.  A.  Westmoreland 

C.  W.  Smathers 
G.  W.  Phillips 

1925-1926 

W.  G.  Cole 

L.  A.  Westmoreland 

G.  W.  Phillips 

W.  S.  Moore 
1929 

W.  G.  Cole 

G.  M.  Trostel 

L.   R.   Lovelace 
1938 

W.  G.  Cole 

G.  M.  Trostel 

L.   R.  Lovelace 
1946 

W.  G.  Cole 

W.  G.  Cole 

E.  M.  Geier 
1954 

G.  M.  Trostel 

G.  M.  Trostel 

F.  A.  Collins 
1957 

E.  M.  Geier 

G.  M.  Trostel 

P.  V.  Hamrick 
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F.  A.  Collins 

CHURCH  CLERKS 

Our  records  showing  Church  Clerks  do  not  extend  very  far 
back,  and  there  are  gaps  in  the  records  we  have,  however,  the 
partial  list  given  below  may  be  of  interest. 

1911— John  B.  Holcombe         1918-1924— No  record 

1911-1913— G.  W.  Phillips       1925— L.  B.  Holtzclaw 

1913-1915— Carey  Smathers     1926-1927— T.  D.  Grimes 

1916-1918— W.  G.  Cole  1928-1930— J.  F.  Moody 

1930  to  date — Miss  May  Holtzclaw 


DEACONS 

Records  disclose  the  names  of  the  following  men  who  have 
served  as  Deacons  over  the  years.  We  feel  sure  there  are  many 
others  of  whom  we  have  no  record. 


G.  W.  Davis 

W.  T.  Sharp 

W.  A.  Pharr 

W.  A.  Shope 

L.  N.  Pinner 

E.  B.  Denton 

G.  W.  Phillips 

W.  M.  Johnson 

W.  J.  Holland 

L.  A.  Westmoreland 

W.  C.  Holtzclaw 

W.  S.  Moore 

J.  Z.  Smathers 

Claude  Smathers 

G.  G.  Morgan 

P.  C.  Hicks 

T.  P.  Owen 

A.  J.  Rhinehart 

L.  R.  Lovelace 


E.  E.  Clark 
J.  Med  Williams 
W.  G.  Cole 
B.  A.  Horton 

E.  C.  Horton 
M.  C.  Sprinkle 
J.  L.  Jones 

T.  D.  Grimes 
John  H.  Allen 

F.  C.  Holland 
Edwin  Haynes 
R.  C.  Looper 
J.  A.  Neal 

G.  C.  Pegram 
W.  S.  Edwards 
R.  L.  Snyder 

F.  A.  Collins 
J.  L.  Duke 

G.  W.  Knabb 


W.  W.  Cooper 
C.  E.  Clark 
Chas.  Johnson 
Rudy  Barnes 
C.  W.  Painter 
David  Wright 
Harry  Holland 
Emmett  Patton 
W.  J.  Stevens 
Doyce  Cogburn 
Lon  Goodson 
Phil  Kinken 
Lorenzo  Smathers 
Ray  Pressley 
Chas.  Ray  Hemphill 
Lloyd  Sellars 
Walter  Clark 
Gordon  Rodgers 
Morris  Mitchell 
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S.  M.  Robinson 
J.  F.  Moody 
E.  M.  Geier 
J.  P.  Murray 
G.  M.  Trostle 
J.  R.  Thomason 
D.  A.  Perry 
S.  R.  Felmet 


M.  F.  West 
F.  M.  Byers 
Wallace  White 
R.  J.  Lawrence 
Ed  Jones 
Dr.  Robert  Owen 
Roy  Smathers 
W.  F.  Nix 


M.  A.  Harvey 
J.  D.  Cooper 
Bruce  Nanney 
Ernest  Messer 
Emmet  Ashcraft 
A.  J.  Hutchins 
Wayne  Ramsey 


DEACONESSES 


Mrs.  S.  F.  Felmet 
Mrs.  R.  D.  Suttonfield 
Mrs.  J.  Med  Williams 
Miss  Kathleen  Harrison 
Miss  May  Holtzclaw 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Blackwell 
Mrs.  R.  W.  Holtzclaw 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Wells 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Johnson 
Mrs.  L.  R.  Lovelace 


Mrs.  Maurice  Brooks 
Mrs.  Carey  Smathers 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Payne 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Thomason 
Mrs.  I.  H.  Powell 
Mrs.  G.  C.  Pegram 
Miss  Reva  Collins 
Mrs.  Carl  Painter 
Miss  Virginia  Holtzclaw 
Mrs.  Noah  Swofford 


TREASURERS 


W.  G.  Cole 
E.  C.  Horton 
Herman  Rhinehart 


M.  C.  Sprinkle 
J.  L.  Sprinkle 


G.  W.  Phillips 
May  Holtzclaw 
G.  M.  Trostel 
Wallace  White 
E.  M.  Geier 


Mrs.  Virginia  James 
Miss  Ida  Jo  Moody 


FINANCIAL  SECRETARIES 

Jordan  Neal 
G.  C.  Pegram 
Reva  Collins 
Wesley  Holtzclaw 

LIBRARIANS 

Miss  Cordelia  Johnson 
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Church  Covenant 

Having  been  led,  as  we  believe  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  to 
receive  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  our  Saviour  and,  on  the  pro- 
fession of  our  faith,  having  been  baptized  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  we  do  now,  in 
the  presence  of  God,  and  this  assembly,  most  solemnly  and 
joyfully  enter  into  covenant  with  one  another  as  one  body  in 
Christ. 

We  engage,  therefore,  by  the  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  walk 
together  in  Christian  love;  to  strive  for  the  advancement  of 
this  church,  in  knowledge,  holiness,  and  comfort;  to  promote  its 
prosperity  and  spirituality;  to  sustain  its  worship,  ordinances, 
discipline,  and  doctrines;  to  contribute  cheerfully  and  regu- 
larly to  the  support  of  the  ministry,  the  expenses  of  the  church, 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  the  spread  of  the  gospel  through  all 
nations. 

We  also  engage  to  maintain  family  and  secret  devotions;  to 
religiously  educate  our  children;  to  seek  the  salvation  of  our 
kindred  and  acquaintances;  to  walk  circumspectly  in  the  world; 
to  be  just  in  our  dealings,  faithful  in  our  engagements,  and 
exemplary  in  our  deportment;  to  avoid  all  tattling,  backbiting, 
and  excessive  anger;  to  abstain  from  the  sale  of,  and  use  of, 
intoxicating  drinks  as  a  beverage;  to  be  zealous  in  our  efforts 
to  advance  the  kingdom  of  our  Saviour. 

We  further  engage  to  watch  over  one  another  in  brotherly 
love;  to  remember  one  another  in  prayer;  to  aid  one  another 
in  sickness  and  distress;  to  cultivate  Christian  sympathy  in 
feeling  and  Christian  courtesy  in  speech;  to  be  slow  to  take 
offense,  but  always  ready  for  reconciliation  and  mindful  of 
the  rules  of  our  Saviour  to  secure  it  without  delay. 

We  moreover  engage  that  when  we  remove  from  this  place 
we  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  unite  with  some  other  church  where 
we  can  carry  out  the  spirit  of  this  covenant  and  the  principles 
of  God's  Word. 
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